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Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 8 November 2018 at 

7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 

 
Present:   

Cllr B Plummer (Chairman), Cllr S Hewitt (Vice Chairman), Cllr L Turney, Cllr Davis, Cllr H 
Hanson, Cllr B Hornby & 5 members of the public 
Clerk: A Miller 

 

Open Forum: No questions were raised. 

1 Apologies for Absence – None  

2 Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – None  

3 Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting (circulated)  

Ordinary meeting of 11 October 2018 – Signed and accepted as a true record.  
Proposed Cllr Hanson Seconded Cllr Turney All agreed 

4 County & District Councillors’ Reports – None  

5 Matters Arising 

5.1 Speed Limit in the Parish and Considering a Possible Application for the Communities 
Together Fund and other Sources  

Cllr Turney reported that the school is ready to organise a competition to design slow down 
signs, but it would be useful to contact the Neighbourhood Highways Officer for a guideline 
about what cannot be included on the signs.  
The Clerk informed the Council that she asked for three quotes regarding individual signs, 
two quotes were received. Both quotes had two options: 3 circular signs of 600 mm 
diameter or 3 square signs 600 x 600 mm. With the necessary posts, clips, delivery and 
installation costs the signs would cost between £610 - £700. The Council discussed the 
options and decided to install square signs, as they do not look like official road signs – and 
this is a requirement of Devon County Council.  
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hornby All agreed 
The Clerk reported that the project may be eligible for a grant from the Communities 
Together Fund, but the maximum receivable amount (£288) is not enough for the project. 
She contacted DCC Cllr Jerry Brook to inquire about a possible funding from the Locality 
Budget, but she had not received an answer yet. If the answer is positive, the Council can 
apply for the grants.  
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5.2 Preparations for Commemorating the Centenary Remembrance Day  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the wreath arrived and it will be presented to the community at the 
Remembrance Service, together with the donation to the Royal British Legion. The wreath 
was on display during the meeting and it will be laid at the War Memorial on Sunday. 

5.3 Defibrillator Training  

The Clerk reported that there are two dates for the defibrillator training  
but the dates need to be confirmed by the school. After receiving confirmation it can be 
advertised in the Parish Magazine and on the website. There is already some interest in the 
refresher course.   

5.4 Public Use of School Playing Field Survey Results and insurance  

Cllr Turney presented the summary of the survey results to the Council and it appears at 
Appendix A to these Minutes. He reported that a good number of results, 56 arrived. The 
question of better publicity and improving disabled access was discussed. Either the CIL 
money could be used for improving access or the school can apply for special funding. The 
Council received an email from the Chair of the school governors regarding the change in 
the school status but it does not specifically mention the playing field insurance. The issue 
needs to be clarified. 

6 Winter Bedding Plants for Bus Shelter  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the summer plants need to be replaced and winter violas were 
purchased to display them around the bus shelter.  

7 Village Fete 2019  

The next Village Fete will be held on 29 June 2019 and the organizers are looking for 
volunteers to help create the event. Last year the Fete was very successful – more than 
£6000 was raised for the church, school and pre-school, with an additional £250 donation to 
Devon Air Ambulance. 

8 Highways & Footpaths, Considering a Road Sweeper  

The Clerk reported that due to budget cuts the lengthsman service had been stopped - 
Devon County Council does not provide preventive maintenance anymore. If a problem 
occurs it can be reported to the Neighbourhood Highways Officer, who can take action.  
There is funding available for smaller maintenance works. The Council has the opportunity to 
apply for a grant from the Highway Maintenance Community Enhancement Fund. Last year 
the Council paid for a road sweeper to clean Tick Lane, Willhayes Hill and the road from the 
Triangle to Sheldon Lane after the leaves had fallen. It was discussed and agreed to apply 
for funding to recover some of the cost of the road sweeper and order the same service again 
this year.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 

9 Parish Path Partnership Works and Village Walk. Discussing a Future Project in the 
Scheme  

Cllr Hewitt reported that the project on footpath 1 and 5 is completed. She walked footpath 5, 
checked the new gates and was satisfied with the quality of work done. The Clerk reported 
that the final invoice for the works had arrived and the total cost of this project is lower than 
the quote.  
There will be a Village Walk on Saturday, 17 November when the public can walk again 
footpath 5 from Batts Brook to Sheldon and compare it with the walk last year. Now there are 
more accessible gates installed where there were stiles. It will start from the Triangle and 
refreshments will be provided by the Sheldon Centre. 
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After deducting the amount of the final invoice of this project, there is still money left from the 
Parish Path Partnership grant that was received last year. The Council applied for funding to 
repair the surface of the bridleway as well, but the necessary road plainings from Devon 
County Council have not arrived yet. As soon as the material arrives the work can be 
organized and the grant can be spent.  
Regarding the application for next year’s funding, it was discussed and agreed that footpath 
2, from Spynishlake to Eastern Hill needs to be walked and decide what works are 
necessary. As it is a steep hill and only walkers in good health are expected to walk it, the 
priority will not be installing accessible gates but to improve the path and the stiles where 
they are not up to standard. Only stiles which are beyond repair will be replaced. Quotes for 
the required works will be presented at the next meeting.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Hornby All agreed    

10  Finance 

10.1  Report  

The Bank account balance at 31st October 2018 was £9,398.12. After deducting the 
amount of unpresented cheques, the net bank balance was £9,367.17. Earmarked funds: 
CIL £2000, Circular bench / Triangle project £2000, Emergency Fund £1500, Elector Fund 
£12.25, Parish Path Partnership Grant £1,991.87.  

10.2 Approval of the CIL Report for the 2017/18 Financial Year  

The Clerk informed the Council that the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) annual report 
has to be sent to Teignbridge District Council and placed on the website. The Council 
received £701.42 in 2017/18 and it must be spent by 2022. The Council previously 
considered the reinstatement of the public area around the school after the replacement of 
the pre-school building which is proposed by the school. There is no information about the 
planned work, the school needs to be contacted and asked for more information about this 
project. The Council accepted the CIL report.  
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agree 

10.3 Considering Introducing Chairman’s Allowance  

The Clerk informed the Council that the Chairman’s allowance is intended for representative 
small gifts given on behalf of the Council and not for the chairman’s own expenses. If the 
Council e.g. consider giving a thank you gift to a volunteer who worked for the community, it 
can be done from this allowance and not from the general part of the budget. The question 
was discussed and agreed that £300 would be a sufficient amount for representative 
purposes.   
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hornby All agreed   

10.4 Approval of Expenditure  

Payments to approve: 

• Parish Path Partnership works – 3. Payment £1450.58 

• Donation to the Sheldon Centre for Village Walk Refreshments £50.00 

• Poppy Wreath and Ribbon £19.25 

• Donation to Poppy Appeal £30.00 

• Asset Based Community Development course – Clerk £25.00 

• Winter bedding plants for bus shelter £12.95 

• Gift card for voluntary maintenance work £50.00 

• SLCC membership fee £72.00 

• Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration £108.79 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 
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11 Clerk’s Correspondence  

The Cheriton Bishop and Teign Valley Practice asked about a safe drop off point within the 
village where they can deliver regular medication and people can collect it. The pub was 
suggested, if they agreed.  
The school governors expressed their interest in participating in the creation of the Village 
Plan, so a school governor will join the Working Group. 
The Clerk received an email of a sensitive nature, which can be discussed in part B. The 
Council decided to go to part B at the end of the meeting.  
Proposed Cllr Hanson Seconded Cllr Davis All agreed 

12 Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation. 

13 Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 10 January 2019  

 

The public left the meeting. 

 

PART B 

 

The Clerk informed the Council about an email received regarding a recent planning application 

and the answer that was sent.  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed.................................................................. 

Chairman           
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APPENDIX A 
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