
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH
Thursday 2nd November 2017

 
Present:  Cllrs B Plummer (Chairman)
&10members of the public 
  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 
 
Open Forum:The public were invited to comment on any items on the agenda 
public stated he wished to make comme
in the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 28 September.  The Chairman stated that he could 
comment when item 5.3 was discussed.  With regard to the Chairman’s comments he 
that the Chairman had made an executive decision to suspend the meeting about the website and 
decide on the website provider.  He stated that this was procedurally incorrect and should have been 
discussed at a public meeting.  He felt that the work that he had 
and the good will of the other community members who volunteered to be involved had not been 
considered or valued.  The Chairman defended her decision saying that she had spoken personally to 
all the parish councillors who were in agreement that the originally proposed group was likely to run 
into a number of meetings and she felt the issue had run on long enough. The proposed meeting had 
to be cancelled through illness of Cllr Hewitt.  
not afford further delay and unnecessary financial cost to the parish.
for it to be recorded that his issue was regarding the decision process
he believed was simple, functional and 
There were no other issues raised.  
 

1. Apologies for Absence– TDC Cllr Ford
 

2. Declarations of Interest / Requests f
 

3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting
meeting of 28th September 2017 (circulated) 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr

4. County& District Councilors’ Report
communications about road closures.  He had attended a r
proposals in the TDC area.  There is going to be a review of how 
etc. are scheduled. It presents an opportunity to ensure that
disruption.  This has previously been attempted to get utili
prior to resurfacing work.  The matter
finances, the budget is on course and currently £1.5m in credit
will increase going into the colder months. Cllr Brooks reported that he had s
Preston the Neighbourhood Highways officer, 
of places within the parish that need 
on the website to enable Tegan to better manage her time.  Cllr Plummer stated that she has had 
some complaints regarding the Forestry C
woods.  The contractors were not cleaning the road and mud being brought out onto the road is 
causing a hazard.  Cllr Brook said he would look into this
liability is on the site to clean the road.
 
TDC Cllr Ford sent an update which was read out 
minutes. 
 

ISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School

(Chairman), S. Hewitt (Vice Chairman), R Bryant, DCC Cllr J Brook 

The public were invited to comment on any items on the agenda – A member of the 
wished to make comment regarding Item 5.3 website and the Chairman’s comments 

in the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 28 September.  The Chairman stated that he could 
comment when item 5.3 was discussed.  With regard to the Chairman’s comments he 

the Chairman had made an executive decision to suspend the meeting about the website and 
decide on the website provider.  He stated that this was procedurally incorrect and should have been 
discussed at a public meeting.  He felt that the work that he had done researching possible websites 
and the good will of the other community members who volunteered to be involved had not been 
considered or valued.  The Chairman defended her decision saying that she had spoken personally to 

o were in agreement that the originally proposed group was likely to run 
into a number of meetings and she felt the issue had run on long enough. The proposed meeting had 
to be cancelled through illness of Cllr Hewitt.  The Chairman`s view was that the par
not afford further delay and unnecessary financial cost to the parish.  A member of the public
for it to be recorded that his issue was regarding the decision process not the proposed website which 

and a suitable option. 
 

Ford, CllrTurney & Cllr Davis 

Requests for Dispensations–None 

Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting- Ordinary meeting of 7th September 
(circulated) - Signed and accepted as a true record. 
Cllr Bryant. All agreed 

& District Councilors’ Report – DDC Cllr Brook said that he has sent a number of 
road closures.  He had attended a recent meeting looking at highway 

s going to be a review of how road closures for repairs, utilities 
It presents an opportunity to ensure that all works are ‘married’ together to reduce 

disruption.  This has previously been attempted to get utilities to do proposed work at the same tim
work.  The matter will come out for public consultation in March.  

get is on course and currently £1.5m in credit but there is stress on the system which 
e going into the colder months. Cllr Brooks reported that he had spent time with Tegan 

ighways officer, viewing the parish road network.  There were a couple 
of places within the parish that need potholes filled.  It is requested that potholes are reported direct 
on the website to enable Tegan to better manage her time.  Cllr Plummer stated that she has had 

g the Forestry Commission work between Willhayes Cross and Webberton 
not cleaning the road and mud being brought out onto the road is 

causing a hazard.  Cllr Brook said he would look into this to establish the DCC position.  Us
liability is on the site to clean the road. 

Cllr Ford sent an update which was read out at the meeting and appears as appendix
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5. Matters Arising 
5.1 Welcome Letter and Parish Newsletter Subscriptions for New Residents– Cllr Hewitt said 
that on 17th Oct she hand delivered the Welcome letter to new residents in New Buildings and Half 
Acre.  As well as welcoming the new residents, it offers a year complimentary subscription to the 
parish newsletter.  The Clerk confirmed that none of the new residents has yet made contact to take 
up the offer.  There are 4 new resident subscriptions already paid for and can be ‘triggered’ by the 
Clerk through the parish magazine treasurer as and when requests are received. 
5.2 Community use of School Playing Field - Survey – Cllr Turney had not submitted an update.  
Matter to be deferred to the next meeting.  
5.3 Website – Cllr Plummer stated that the deliberations over a new website had been going on for 
over a year.  The current webmaster had stated he didn’t want to continue and the clerk didn’t have 
editorial rights.  She has commissioned a workable website through Mr Swain which she said would 
be adopted immediately.  He was asked to design a website for the parish council to look at.  The 
parish council liked the site that was proposed and it did everything the parish council required.  The 
current webmaster said that in July the Clerk announced the go ahead for the Transparency Code 
funding.  In September the Parish Council agreed to have a working group with delegated powers.He 
found it incredible that within 2-3 weeks of delegating powers the Chair took over the decision.  He 
had spent many hours talking to website hosts.  He believed that the proposed website should have 
been presented to the sub group along with the other options in order to be procedurally correct and 
that the decision to override the process was a disservice to the community. Cllr Plummer 
acknowledged his comments but stated that she had acted in the best interests of the parish. She 
invited Mr Swain to describe the new website.  He has set up a site for the community not just the 
parish council.  It has a domain name Doddiscombsleigh.org.  He explained that the design is 
typical for small communities, it has a clarity, can be changed easily and works with low download 
speeds.  It is easy to change the design of or add pages and is essentially easy to run.  Mr Swain 
gave comparison costs with commercially offered websites at around £540 set up and £144/year to 
host whereas the new parish site set up cost is £150, an annual cost of £68 and £7.50 /year for the 
domain name.  The Clerk confirmed that the parish received £699.99 (this was incorrectly stated and 
following the meeting it was confirmed that the grant was for £817).  The Clerk stated that any 
unspent funds must be returned to DALC.  Cllr Hewitt said that the cost of the website provides 
incredibly good value for money.  The current webmaster offered his services to work with Mr Swain 
to help train community members.  Cllr Plummer thanked him for all his work maintaining the parish 
website over the years.   
5.4 Community Notice Board – Cllr Hewitt said that the new oak notice board had arrived. She is 
going to confer with Steve Angeloni who constructed the bus shelter regarding the best way to fix it. 
5.5 Flower Planters for Bus Shelter –Cllr Hewitt said that she had purchased a selection of winter 
bedding plants and has provided flowing planters by the bus shelter. 
5.6 Circular Tree Seat for Triangle – Cllr Hewitt stated that site meeting was held with 5 members of 
the parish attending.  A number of designs were considered (design statement at appendix b).  The 
preferred option was a wrought iron design offering low maintenance.  One consideration was to 
relocate the noticeboard and Jubilee bench to make better use of the space and allow a circular seat 
around the tree. Cllr Hewitt proposed that she approaches a number of local blacksmiths to obtain 
quotes to be considered at the next meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer. All Agreed 
5.7 Community Firework Event – Cllr Bryant confirmed that a community firework event was being 
planned for Sunday 5th November on the field adjacent to the Nobody Inn.   

 
6. Appointment of New Parish Clerk – Cllr Plummer said that two candidates had been interviewed 

prior to the Parish council meeting and she was pleased to offer the position to Agnes Miller.  The 
Clerk explained that she would complete the minutes, actions and newsletter and would then do a 
handover to the new Clerk.  Agnes was present at the meeting and introduced herself. 
 

7. Maintenance of Jubilee Bench – Cllr Hewitt said that the Jubilee bench is weathered and needs 
some care and attention.  She asked that the parish council approve purchase of wood filler and teak 
oil for Steve Le Marchant to refurbish it.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Bryant  All Agreed. 



 

 

8. Christmas Tree Lights – Cllr Bryant said that he had a site meeting with Western Power who have 
quoted £2k to put a power supply on the triangle for future community use.  The Clerk identified that 
as the parish has an unqualified Parish Clerk that restricted spending on projects to £7.10 per elector 
and the parish has 268 electors.  However, this doesn’t include grant funding and may be suitable for 
the Rural Aid funding.  It was felt that this project may also be suitable for using the CIL money and 
the Clerk was asked to enquire.  In the meantime, in order to light up a couple of trees on triangle, Cllr 
Bryant proposed the purchase of two sets of LED lights at £52.89 as an option with rechargeable 
batteries at a cost of just under £20.   
Proposed Cllr Bryant Seconded Cllr Plummer.  All Agreed. 
 

9. Old Email Address – The Clerk said that it was over 6 months since the new Parish Council email 
address had been set up.  She has been periodically monitoring the old email address and it is now 
only receiving junk mail. Therefore, it will no longer be monitored.  
 

10. HMRC Agent Letter of Engagement (circulated) for Signature –The Clerk presented two copies of 
this for signature. One to be retained by the Parish Council and the other to be returned to TP Jones 
& co. accountants.  Cllr Plummer signed the letters on behalf of the parish council.   
 

11. Teign Valley Hall 20-year Celebrations –The Clerk said that the Teign Valley Hall committee would 
like to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the building of the hall which opened on 20th June 1996.  They 
would like to include the parishes that contributed and are hoping that Doddiscombsleigh would take 
part.  They are looking for ideas to help shape the celebrations.  Cllr Hewitt has prepared a poster to 
go on the parish notice board to try to identify people who may have been involved in the original 
project who may wish to help out. 
 

12. Planning. Application – 17/02389/CAN 
Location– Town Barton, Doddiscombsleigh 
Proposal –Fell one conifer 
Applicant-Mr Tillotson 
Cllr Hewitt described the site which is within the conservation area.  It relates to a very tall and mature 
tree which is growing next to the old boundary wall that separates Town Barton and St Michael's 
church.  Due to the height of the tree and the widening roots there is a risk of damage to the old 
boundary wall and also risk of damage to the church grounds were the tree to be blown over.  The 
parish council fully supports this application. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Bryant All Agreed 
 

13. Finance 
13.1 Report – The Clerk reported the bank account balance as £9,747.94 as of 22nd October.  She 
stated that this includes £1,722.50 as the second precept payment and £293 Elector Grant funding 
towards the planting of communal areas in the parish. A further £350.71 CIL payment has been 
credited since this statement. 
13.2 HSBC Mandate – This is now ready to send to HSBC following which Cllrs Bryant and Davis will 
need to go into the branch with appropriate identification to be included as signatories. 
13.3 Approval of Expenditure – 
Clerk Salary and Expenses - £602.99 (including working from home expenses of £8.33/month July – 
Sept). HMRC £158.90. Mileage 15.5 miles @ 45p/mile = £6.97. Broadband @ £5/month July – Sept. 
- Hire of School for Meetings (for planning meeting on 27th September) - £10 
- Maintenance of Communal Areas (approved at last meeting) - £55.91 
- Laminating Sleeves - £4.99 
- Plants and Compost for Communal Planting - £25.50 
- Printer Ink - £19.99 & £39.99 
- Communal Noticeboard - £154.80 
- New Councillor Training Course (Cllr Davis) - £30 
- Sheldon Centre donation - £50.00 
- Set Up Costs for New Website - £308.40 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Bryant All Agreed 



 

 

14. Highways & Footpaths (including planned walk on 4 November) – Cllr Hewitt said that the village 
walk on Saturday 4 November will leave the triangle at 11am.  There are 9 persons who have notified 
they will be walking and others may turn up on the day.   
 

15. CIL Funding – This will be a standing agenda item to ensure the CIL spend is monitored.  Cllr Hewitt 
enquired as to whether the curb stones around the triangle would count as infrastructure and asked 
the Clerk to enquire.   
 

16. Clerk’s Correspondence –There were no urgent items. 
 
17. Chairman’s Remarks –The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation. 

 
18. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 4 January 2018 at 7.30pm.  
 

Meeting concluded at 8.55 pm.  
 
Signed..................................................................Chairman 



 

 

Appendix a 
 
District Council Report for Teign Valley parishes September 2017 . 
RESIDUAL WASTE ANALYSIS Over the next two weeks a team from MEL Research will be working in 
the Teignbridge area on behalf of Devon County Council to conduct a waste audit on residual waste 
collected from a selection of properties in the District. As part of a Devon wide initiative, 
representatives will be removing residual waste from the black bins that are presented at randomly 
selected properties on their collection day. The householders are not informed that this is happening 
prior to removal, however the representative will have ID and a pre-printed letter of explanation which 
will be given to any householder upon request. The waste analysis will help us understand the 
composition of the residual waste we collect and inform future communications with householders. It 
will also help us, and DCC, to shape future Waste Management Strategies. The waste audits will be 
carried out in the Newton Abbot area on Thursday 5 October, Tuesday 10 October and Friday 13 
October and in the Dawlish area on Monday 9 October. For further information please contact Tracey 
Fey, Waste Project Officer on 01626 215824 or email recycling@teignbridge.gov.uk 
NEW AFFORDABLE HOMES SURVEY 2017 At Teignbridge District Council we are proud of the 
number of new affordable homes we have provided over the past few years, but we are always looking 
for ways to improve our product and services. Each year we survey residents who move into our new 
affordable and intermediate homes. Usually, this is in the form of an online, or mail survey, but this 
year we tried something different. We wrote to the 118 households asking them to take part in a 30 
minute, face to face interview, so we could listen to residents’ experiences of their new homes, within 
their home environment. In all, sixteen households participated in the survey. Despite issues being 
raised, the general level of satisfaction was high and all occupants surveyed were pleased with their 
new homes, being vastly superior to their previous living conditions. The survey is attached to the 
covering email. 
 GRANT THORNTON TO REMAIN TEIGNBRIDGE’S EXTERNAL AUDITOR Local Authorities were 
given the freedom to appoint their own external auditors following the abolition of the Audit 
Commission. The new arrangements are due to commence April 2018 with chosen auditors needing to 
be procured and appointed by December 2017. Teignbridge, joined 483 other local authorities and 
police bodies in opting into a collective auditor procurement exercise run by the national body Public 
Sector Audit Appointments (PSAA). PSAA’s results have just been announced with Grant Thornton 
appointed to audit Teignbridge, Exeter, and East Devon Councils. Having the same auditor as our 
Strata partner Councils will make for easier auditing of our Strata accounts which have to be reflected 
individually within the 3 councils’ finances. It’s also great news for Teignbridge in terms of continuity of 
working with our existing Grant Thornton audit colleagues. The appointment is for 5 years. 

 

   



 

 

Appendix b 

PROPOSED BENCH IN DODDISCOMBSLEIGH VILLAGE TRIANGLE 

DESIGN STATEMENT 

1. The village triangle is a focal point in Doddiscombsleigh and it is felt it 
is a fitting location for a circular bench around the trunk of the old conifer that has been 

growing in the triangle for many years.  The intention is that the new bench will be a 'feature' 
and hopefully become a strong image of the village in the years to come.  For this reason the 

bench should be of high quality in design and manufacture 

2. This design statement has been prepared to inform discussion by the 
Parish Council and is a summary of ideas proposed at a site meeting on Saturday 20 October 

2017.  The intention is that, after PC discussion, the design statement can be updated and used 
as a 'brief' for suitable suppliers/specialists to provide quotations for the manufacture and 

installation of a bench. 

3. The ground around the tree is uneven and the grass does not grow well 
immediately against the trunk of the tree, so a secondary function of the bench will be to 

conceal this bare ground.  The design will need to take account of the uneven ground by having 
legs of different lengths.  This could be by having a bespoke bench or by modifying a standard 

circular bench to suit the site.  Care will be needed to avoid damage to the tree or its roots. 

4. The trunk of the tree is not a regular circle so the bench design will 
need to take account of this, so that the gap between the seat of the bench and the trunk of the 
tree, which will vary around the circumference of the tree, is visually acceptable.  This might be 

dealt with by having a seat-back on the bench - either vertical or inclined towards the trunk. 

5. It had previously been discussed and felt that a semi-circular bench 
option would not provide the 'feature' bench that is appropriate for this site. 

6. As it will be an important visual feature, the bench will need to be 
maintained regularly.  It is felt that a metal bench may be most appropriate as this can be 

painted to look good over the years.  (A wooden bench is more likely to degrade over time, 
even with maintenance). 

7. Standard circular benches cost in the order of £1,500 upwards for 
wooden benches but a metal bench will be more expensive.  This cost is for supply of the 

bench only and does not include costs associated with modification to suit the site or the cost 
of delivery / installation. 

8. The intention is that design ideas and budget prices will be obtained 
from 2/3 local specialist blacksmiths. 

9. As part of this project, consideration should be given to carrying out a 
review of the layout of the triangle.  At present the ground is uneven and this could be levelled 
off to simplify mowing of the grass.  Also, the existing Millenium wooden bench will probably 

need to be moved to a different site and the existing notice boards would benefit from being re-
positioned so that they can be read without the need to stand on the road.  This review could 

also consider the positioning of the stones that have been placed in the triangle to deter 
parking, and the detail of the kerbs at each corner. 



 

 

10. A series of photos has been attached as design ideas, but it is not 
intended that these will prevent quoting blacksmiths from having their own input into the 

design. 


