
 

 

 

DODDISCOMBSLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 12th July 2018 at 

7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 

 

Present:  Cllr B Plummer (Chairman), Cllr S Hewitt (Vice Chairman), Cllr E Davis, Cllr L Turney, Cllr H Hanson, Cllr B 
Hornby, DCC Cllr J Brook & 6 members of the public 
 
Clerk: A Miller 
 
Open Forum: The following questions were raised: 

• Question about who is responsible for the fir tree in the Triangle. Devon County Council Highways. 

• A member of the public offered spare kerb stones for the Triangle. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence – TDC Cllr A Ford 
 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations - None. 
 
3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meetings (circulated) - Ordinary meeting of 3 May 2018, extraordinary 

planning meetings of 17 May 2018 and 21 June 2018 – Signed and accepted as a true record.  
 Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Hanson All agreed 
 
4. County & District Councillors’ Reports  
 DCC Cllr Brook reported about current issues. There is pressure on the library system as the number of 

borrowed books is decreasing. Smaller libraries especially are in danger of shortening their opening times and 
reducing the services they provide. Roads: the road resurfacing on the top of Haldon Hill was done to a good 
standard, but unfortunately, it is not always the case due to limited resources. It is important to report the 
potholes on the Devon County Council website, but it can make a bigger impact if the DCC Cllr is notified as 
well. Funding: there is £10,000 left in the Investing in Devon Fund. Projects that can be finished by the end of 
February 2019 can be considered. Cllr Brook’s Locality Budget is available for projects as well. 

 The condition of Tick Lane and the importance of the bus route was discussed. As it is not a priority road, a 
member of the public suggested a review of the DCC policy and to change the classification of the road - 
allowing more resources to keep it in a good condition. Gritting: there was not enough rock salt available from 
DCC in March, when the snow arrived. It is the right time now to apply for rock salt, but there is a need for 
storage. 

  
 TDC Cllr Ford’s report was read out and appears at Appendix A to these minutes. 
 
5. Planning Application: 18/01305/NPA 

Location: Batts Brook 
Proposal: Application for Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) paragraph W of the GDPO change 
of use of agricultural building to a dwelling 
The Council discussed the application and decided to make no observations. 
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 

 
6. Matters Arising 

6.1 Speed Limit in the Parish – Cllr Hornby read out the quote that she had obtained from a company for 
the planned signs, asking car drivers to slow down in the village. The main concern is that children are playing 
and cycling in the village where cars do not slow down. The quote was considered too expensive and the 
Council discussed the option of creating individual signs within the village, involving the children in the School. 
It was agreed to contact the School for comment. 
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 
6.2 Circular Tree Seat for Triangle and Tree Condition – Cllr Hewitt reported that while she was working 
on a project getting designs and quotes for a circular bench around the fir tree in the Triangle, she received a 
negative report from Teignbridge District Council about the condition of the tree. The crown of the fir tree 



 

 

continued to thin during the past years and the tree appears to be dying. This presents a risk to the public 
within the area of the village Triangle. The Parish Council has reported the issue to the Highways Department 
of Devon County Council, which is responsible for the tree, and they will carry out a detailed assessment by 
the end of July. It is very likely that the fir tree is in such a bad condition that it has to be cut down. 
Unfortunately, the beech tree in the Triangle is in a poor state as well. The Council decided to wait for the 
decision of Devon County Council regarding the trees and rethink the visual impact on the Triangle - asking 
public opinion - if the trees have to be removed. The Council agreed to keep the earmarked Circular bench 
fund of £2,000 reserved for the improvement of the Triangle until a decision is made about the exact works. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 
6.3 Kerbstones for Triangle - Cllr Hewitt reported that the kerbstones around the Triangle are broken and 
need to be replaced. A member of the public offered some stones for this purpose. An option of using granite 
stones from a local quarry was discussed, as the material currently used is not suitable to resist the impact of 
cars or delivery vehicles. The Council decided to carry out this project after DCC makes a decision about the 
trees in the Triangle. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 

 
7. New Community Notice Board – Cllr Hewitt explained that the public can already put notices on a board in 

the bus shelter and can use a part of the notice board in the Triangle, but as there are so many events going 
on in the village and in the Teign Valley, all the boards are full and a new community notice board in the bus 
shelter would be useful. The Council decided to buy a new community notice board. 

 Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Hornby All agreed 
 
8. Teignbridge Local Plan Review Consultation – The Council discussed the proposal, which recommends 

minor changes in the settlement boundary of Doddiscombsleigh. The review process is in an early stage and 
no allocation of development targets are included yet. The Council decided to make no observations at this 
stage. 

 Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 
 
9. Consultation about the Proposed Merger of Devon and Cornwall Police with Dorset Police – The 

Council discussed the proposed merger and agreed that the appropriate method to give democratic opinion 
about the proposal is to encourage individuals to give feedback on the merger’s dedicated website. The 
necessary information and the link for the feedback is available from the Council’s website. 

 
10. Considering the Options to Make a Parish Plan / Vision for the Parish – The Parish Council discussed the 

possibility of developing a Neighbourhood Plan or a Parish Plan, detailing the future direction of the 
development in the village. The need for long-term planning came up at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. As 
the aims of previous action plans, agreed by the Parish Council several years ago (e.g. improvement of public 
footpaths, defibrillator, church services and village events on the website, welcome letter for new residents), 
were mostly achieved, it is time to think forward and establish new targets. The Parish Council would like to 
involve the wider community in the decision about the future of the village and to create a joint vision. 

 It was agreed to invite the Neighbourhood Planning Officer from Teignbridge District Council to give a 
presentation about the process and help to decide which form of planning document suits best for the Parish. 
The presentation is to take place in the autumn, not during the Council meeting but as a separate meeting, 
inviting local residents and organisations.  

 Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hewitt All agreed 
 
11. Considering the Council's Communication Strategy – The need for improved communication came up at 

the Annual Parish Meeting in May. There was a specific request from members of the public to get an email 
notification when news appears on the parish website. As the notification service requires the use of personal 
data (name and email address), it is necessary to obtain a written and signed consent from the subscribers. 
The Council agreed to provide the email notification service and adopted a Consent Form for Email 
Notifications. 

 Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer All agreed 
 
12. Highways & Footpaths – Cllr Hornby recommended Footpath 2 (leading up to Eastern Hill) as the next 

footpath for improvement in the Parish Path Partnership scheme. 
 
13. Finance 

13.1 Report – Bank account balance and reconciliation, balance of received grants, budgeted and actual 
payments – The Bank account balance at 22nd June 2018 was £11,020.33. The first part of the precept, 
£1,743, and a CIL payment of £701.42 was received. After deducting the amount of unpresented cheques, the 
net bank balance was £10,391.04. Earmarked funds: CIL £2000, Circular bench / Triangle project £2000, 
Emergency Fund £1500, Elector Fund £12.25, Parish Path Partnership Grant £2836.21. The end of quarter 
bank reconciliation will be presented at the next meeting. 



 

 

 
 
13.2 Approval of expenditure  

Clerk’s salary and expenses £915.60 

Stationery £17.00 

Printing ink £29.99 

DALC course – Cllr Hewitt £48.00 

 
14. Clerk’s Correspondence – The Clerk informed the meeting that she had applied for online banking in line 

with the Council’s decision, made at the extraordinary meeting of 21st June 2018. She has got a letter from 
HSBC requesting information that she had personally provided at the bank branch on 26th June. She will 
pursue the matter further with the bank. 

 
15. Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation.  
 
16. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 13 September 2018  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman           

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Report for July 2018 from District Councillor Amanda Ford. 

This report does not cover all the business, news and the work of the council over the last month but does 

highlight the main points that Cllr Ford feels affect’s parishes in the Teign Valley.  

For further detailed information please see Teignbridge District Council’s official website. 

Change of Monitoring Officer at TDC. 

Neil Aggett, Teignbridge’s monitoring officer and Democratic Services Manager left the council on 30 June 2018. 

There is currently a locum monitoring officer in place until a permanent appointment can be made. 

Single Use plastics. 

At Overview and Scrutiny committee meeting on Monday 4th June a presentation was made by the Environmental 

Protection Manager David Eaton on single use Plastics. It was agreed that a cross party working group of Cllrs 

would be set up to look further into this area.  

Events and Insurance. 

The council wish to remind parishes and individuals that are organising summer functions that it is critical that the 

correct insurances are in place. This means having correct indemnity limits, in date certificates and sufficient 

coverage for the event you are holding. 

 Teignbridge District Council corporate approach  request £5 million Public Liability for events on their land, cover 

of £10,million Public Liability will be  required where amusements/animals or any other high risk activities are 

involved . 

For further information and advice contact please contact Chris at: chris.ormerod@teignbridge.gov.uk 
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National Democracy Week. 

A celebration of democracy in society, the inaugural National Democracy Week begins 2nd July. 

Significantly it marks the 100th anniversary of the Representation of the People Act 1918 when the first British 

women over 30yrs of age (who met a property qualification) won the right to vote and the 90th anniversary of the 

Equal Franchise Act 1928 which granted voting rights to men and women. 

I would like to say that I am the South West’s Deputy Chair of the Conservative Women’s Organisation (CWO) that 

supports women in politics or pubic office and a member of the Fawcett Society. Both organisations support the 

cross party approach to supporting women into public office and celebrate the lives of Emily Pankhurst and 

Millicent Fawcett and many other women who fought for the right to vote.  

Old Forde House Website 

www.oldfordehouse.co.uk 

The web address takes you to the OFH which hosts all the main functions on offer for example weddings, events 

and conference hire etc. 

For further comprehensive information see TDC’s website. 

 

                                                                                 2. 

End of report.  

Wishing parishes a peaceful and sunny summer but with some rain ! Cllr Amanda Ford. 
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