
 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 10 December 2015 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs Beard, Parrett and Turney 
  
In attendance:  County Cllr Brook (from item 7), District Cllr Ford and 6 members of the public 
 
Clerk: Suzanna Hughes 
 

12/2015.01 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Turney would act as Chairman for this meeting.   
 
12/2015.02 OPEN FORUM 

Parishioners commented that they were disappointed that Cllr Stanley had resigned from the 
Council.  It was considered that a member’s democratic position had been compromised. 
Mediation was suggested as a possible way to resolve the issues. 
  
A parishioner, not present at the meeting, asked for two items to be raised in the open forum.  A 
new school sign with solar panel on top has been erected by the telephone box.  The Parish 
Council was asked whether it was aware and, if not, should it have been consulted.  Members 
present were not aware but did not believe that it required consultation.  The second point 
related to landowners’ responsibility for cutting hedges along the roadside and the Parish Council 
was asked whether it would remind landowners of their responsibilities.  It was suggested that an 
article could be included within the parish newsletter.   

 
12/2015.03 RESIGNATION AND APOLOGIES 

3.1 Members received Cllr Stanley’s resignation.  It was agreed that this would not be 
accepted this evening and that Cllr Stanley would be approached in an attempt to 
persuade her to reconsider her position. 

  
  3.2 Apologies for this meeting were received from: 

 Cllr Plummer 

 Cllr M Porter 

 Cllr Prest 
  

12/2015.04 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
All members were granted a dispensation, as council tax payers in this parish, to discuss and vote 
on, at this meeting and future meetings of Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council, the budget and 
setting of the precept. 
 
There were no other declarations of interest. 

 
12/2015.05 RATIFICATION OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 November 2015 were approved by those 
present and voting and it was agreed they should be signed by the Chairman as a true and 
accurate record. 



 
12/2015.06 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Cllr Ford reported that she had attended meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
Full Council.  Amendments have been made to the Council’s Licensing and Gambling policies.  She 
advised that she would be writing to Me Stride MP for guidance on the broadband issue. 
 

12/2015.07 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Brook reported that the plan for devolution will now be submitted at the end of January.  He 
mentioned the budget for adult social care.  He gave a summary on the responsibilities of hedge 
trimming. 
  

12/2015.08 PLANNING 
8.1 New applications 

No new applications had been received. 
 
8.2 Decisions  

8.2.1     15/01887/FUL – Matthews Farm, Dunsford 
Replacement dwelling for agricultural worker 

 
Members noted that Teignbridge District Council has granted conditional planning 
permission. 

 
12/2015.09 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Members received a report and recommendations from the Affordable Housing Steering Group 
(attached). 
  
With regard to the actions proposed for the Parish Council, the following was agreed: 
 

 Recommendation 1 - no action to be taken. 
 

 Recommendations 2,3,4  - the Parish Council agreed to support the recommendations but 
requests that the letters are drafted by the AHSG as members of that group have 
significantly more knowledge of the subject than members of the Parish Council. 

 

 Recommendation 5 – the Parish Council agreed to support the recommendation but 
requested that the AHSG maintains the links as set out in the report rather than the Parish 
Council. 

 

 Recommendation 6 - the Parish Council agreed to reconsider the matter of affordable 
housing need and provision on an annual basis. 

 

 Recommendation 7 - the Parish Council agreed that it should continue to rely on the AHSG 
to keep it informed of any developments which can then be relayed to the parish. 

 

 Recommendation 8 – the Parish Council agreed to defer the matter of identifying a 
councillor to lead on housing matters until January’s meeting. 

 
Members were informed that the cost of renewing the AHSG domain name (www.doddi-
ah.btck.co.uk) would be around £50 for the year (there had been no cost for the first year).  It was 
agreed that this would not be renewed and that any information relating to Affordable Housing 
could be published direct on the Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council website. 

 
 



12/2015.10 VILLAGE PROJECTS 
10.1 Defibrillator - Cllr Turney reported that the application to the British Heart Foundation for 

funding was complete and ready to send.  Members discussed governance and training 
requirements should the application be successful. 

 
10.2 Information Board - Cllr Beard reported that the school are supportive of the project and 

would be in a position to explore this further in February. 
 
10.3 Welcome Pack - Cllr Beard reported that the welcome pack was complete and she would 

make copies available to distribute to new residents. 
 
10.4 Church - Cllr Beard reported that she had been exploring the option of a temporary 

portaloo including costs and suitable location within the grounds of the church.  She was 
also obtaining quotes for the provision of screening.  She would report further in January’s 
meeting.  

 
12/2015.11 FINANCE 

11.1 Payments for approval:  
Members approved the following payment: 

 Clerk’s salary & disbursements  - £160.71 (Cheque no 187) 
 
11.2 Budget 2016/17 - the clerk presented some provisional figures for members’ thoughts and 

consideration.  Final approval of the budget and precept requirement would need to be 
made in January’s meeting. 

 
12/2015.12 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

It was agreed that all potholes should be reported direct to DCC as soon as possible by members  
and parishioners.   
 
Telephone:    0345 155 1004 
Email:         customer@devon.gov.uk 
Online:         http://www.devon.gov.uk/road_maintenance.htm 

 
12/2015.13 CORRESPONDENCE 

There were no items of correspondence. 
 
12/2015.14   ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION 

[Members were reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this business to be 
transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may be taken to be unlawful if 
challenged in the future] 
 
There were no items requiring urgent attention. 
 

12/2015.15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 14 January 2015 at 7.30pm in 
Doddiscombsleigh Primary School.  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed.................................................................. 



 

Doddiscombsleigh Affordable Homes Steering Group 
Report to the Parish Council - November 2015 

 

Purpose of the Report  
To make recommendations for the Parish Council (PC) to make decisions about how to 
proceed to continue to address the affordable housing needs in the parish.  This report is 
presented in accordance with the recommendations in the Group's previous report accepted by 
the Parish Council at their July meeting following the Steering Group meeting of 2 November 
2015. 
 

Content of the meeting 
The Steering Group considered updated information from Graham Davey the Teignbridge 
District Council Housing Enabling Manager in respect of progress with the local affordable 
housing schemes and local planning matters and proposed new national policies.  He reported 
that there is no change since July in the number of Doddi residents registering on Devon Home 
Choice (DHC) for affordable housing, namely 3 requesting one-bed accommodation and 1 
requesting two-bed accommodation.  His view was therefore that there was insufficient need at 
this time to progress with the affordable homes project in Doddi.  
 
There are 3 residents of Dunsford who have registered a need and 20 in Christow where 
fourteen properties are available for allocation in the current round.  It is not known how these 
registrations match the size of properties available. 
 
It was also reported that the four week window for bidding for houses on the Christow 
development opened on 2 November.  Information about the registration process also 
appeared on page 16 of the November edition of the Unity magazine.  
 
The group also discussed how it and the Parish Council might represent and further the 
interests into the future of Doddi residents who have expressed affordable housing needs.  

  

Conclusions 

 Because of the insufficient registered need for rented affordable homes it is not 
appropriate at this time to undertake any further detailed feasibility work by the group 
aimed at progressing a Doddi affordable homes project. 

 

 It will be important for the Parish Council to continue to take a lead on this matter by 
keeping abreast of national and local developments, so that it can be in a position to 
represent as best it can the needs of Doddi residents and to react should the Doddi 
situation change. 

THE STEERING GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) The Doddiscombsleigh Affordable Homes Steering Group will cease to meet unless: 
 

1. Information is forthcoming to the PC indicating that there are significant changes to 
the Doddi registrations on DHC 

 



2. Any planning application for a development in the village which includes affordable 
homes is submitted the PC requests further work with revised Terms of Reference 

2) The Parish Council should: 
 

1. Write to the Christow Community Land Trust to request that the Doddi applicant be 
given priority consideration for accommodation should a vacant property be available 
after the Christow needs have been met.  

 
2. Write to the Christow Community Land Trust to request that any information they 

publish in the Unity magazine be published at the same time in the Dunsford and 
Doddi mag. 

 
3. Approach the Christow Community Land Trust and Dunsford Parish Council with a 

view to discussing the feasibility of a future joint project with either authority. 
 

4. Write to our MP and County Councillor requesting that they use their good offices to 
oppose any provision in new legislation to enable Housing association tenants the 
right to buy as this will restrict further the supply of affordable property to rent. 

 
5. Maintain links with the Teignbridge Housing Enabling Manager, Christow Community 

Land Trust and Devon Home Choice so as to be prepared to offer support to and 
make representation on behalf of Doddi residents who are seeking an  affordable 
property to rent. 

 
6. Reconsider the matter of Doddi affordable housing need and provision on an annual 

basis. 
 

7. Keep the Parish informed of any developments 
 

8. Identify a Councillor to lead on these matters on behalf of the PC  

 

 


