
 

 

 

 
MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 2nd  March 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 
  

Present:  Cllrs B Plummer (Chairman), S. Hewitt (Vice Chairman), L Turney, M Porter, DCC 
Cllr J Brook & 9 members of the public 

  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 

  
Open Forum: The public were invited to comment on any items on the agenda – No items 
were raised.  The Chairman congratulated Cllr Stanley on her recent marriage and announced 
that from now on she would be known as Cllr Hewitt.  
 

1. Apologies for Absence –  TDC Cllr Ford & Cllr Prest 
 

2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – None 
 

3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting- Ordinary meeting of 5th January 2017 
(circulated)  - Signed and accepted as a true record.  
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt. All agreed 

 
4. County & District Councilors’ Report – DDC Cllr Brook said that he was disappointed 

with reports that the repairs to the parish roads were unsatisfactory.  Reports stated that the 
patches that were done in January on Tick lane are already showing potholes. SWH cease 
their contract at the end of March. It appears that they are trying to complete outstanding 
works in a hurry.  Cllr Brook stated he would speak with Simon Pearson from Highways 
about the standard of repairs.  Cllr Brook reminded those present that there is still some 
funding available for community projects. In relation to the DCC budget meeting, the budget 
proposals were agreed based on the need to find £23m in savings.  Essential services will 
not be significantly hit.  Central government has given an opportunity to raise up to 6% 
through council tax over the next 3 years.  The increase is ring fenced for social care. Since 
2010, £260m has been shaved from the county council budget.  Next year as part of the 
austerity measures, the government will be looking for a further £28m saving. Significant 
savings have been made so far on staff costs. Adult & Social Care and Children & Young 
People services have been required to make savings but have also benefitted from an 
injection of funding to help improve their services.  Cllr Brook spoke of the Corporate 
Parenting Board he sits on, which includes 4 councillors.  The board scrutinizes all service 
providers for children in care, to ensure they are delivering what they should.  Life chances 
of the 700 children in care in Devon are significantly improved compared with 5 years ago. 
 
TDC Cllr Ford sent an update which was read out at the meeting and appears as appendix 
a to these minutes. 

 
5. Matters Arising 

5.1 Acquisition of tools for Drainage Workforce – Cllr Hewitt reported that she had 
obtained 3 quotes for a variety of tools that she had forwarded to the Clerk.  She 
proposed that the Clerk go ahead and purchase a selection of tools based on the list that 
Cllr Porter had compiled.  The Clerk confirmed that there was £279.40 of Elector funding 
to put towards this.   



 

 

5.2  -Considerations of employing contractor to clear drains etc. – Cllr Hewitt has 
discussed this with Cllr Prest who was concerned that we shouldn’t be paying for 
someone to work on the road when DCC have a duty to do this.  Cllr Hewitt proposed that 
we monitor the pilot in Henock and review the situation in a few months.  Ditches and 
culverts are identifiable on the DCC website and we should continue to report defects to 
them and also to the road surfaces. Cllr Hewitt asked for any ongoing problems to be 
reported on the Highways website or highlighted to the parish council so that we can 
ensure that reports are submitted.  Cllr Brook clarified that any water on the road, is the 
highways responsibility not that of the landowners.    
5.3  Community landing site for Air Ambulance  – The Clerk reported that she had 
spoken to Toby Russell from DAAT and he is hoping to come to the parish next week to 
survey the outstanding land that has been offered for night landing. 
5.4  Defibrillator Installation – Cllr Turney updated that the defibrillator has been 
installed on the fence outside the school.  The Clerk has signed the paperwork with the 
Ambulance service on behalf of the Parish Council.  Vanessa Fraser has offered to do the 
weekly checks and has also run several first aid and CPR sessions for parishioners.  The 
Parish Council wished to record their thanks to Vanessa for all her work. 
5.5 Welcome Pack –  Cllr Turney reported that he is still chasing this.  
 

6. Planning. Application – 17/00119/FUL 
Location– Station House, Dodiscombsleigh 
Proposal –Detached Garden and Games Room 
Applicant- Mr N Dudman 
Cllr Hewitt described the intention of the applicant to reinstate the station house as 
accurately as possible.  The original site of the signal box has been identified and this 
application seeks to build an accurate replica for use as an office.  The Parish Council 
applauded the project and support this application. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Porter All Agreed 
 

7. Planning. Application – 17/00207/FUL 
Location– Oaklands, Dodiscombsleigh 
Proposal –Replacement Dwelling 
Applicant- Mr & Mrs Rice 
Cllr Hewitt reported that it had not been possible to conduct a site visit. TDC have extended 
the consultation period.  There is another planning matter that will be heard at an 
extraordinary meeting and therefore this matter will be deferred to be heard at that meeting. 
 

8. Public Rights of Way – Visiting speaker Ros Davies spoke of the Public Rights of Way and 
Parish Paths Partnership (P3) scheme.  DCC have a 5000km network to look after.  The 
highway authority has duties to erect signs and bridge natural watercourses, drainage and 
improvements. Jonathon Rowlands is our rights of way warden who cares for the parish 
rights of way. Membership of P3 would help to improve rights of way, making them more 
accessible to the community and giving access to grants available at £30/mile.  
Doddiscombsleigh has 4 miles of public rights of way, consisting 6 footpaths, 1 bridleway 
and 1 unclassified road. Regardless of P3 membership, all replacement gates are provided 
free of charge, however P3 provides funding for labour costs. There are167 parishes in the 
scheme.  It was agreed that the information would be considered and a decision to join 
would be made at a future meeting. 
 

9. Community use of School Playing Field & Equipment – The Chairman stated that the 
Headmaster had been unable to attend the meeting however on behalf of the Parish 
Council she confirmed that they had been unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding 
and that the Parish council insurance does not cover the described use.  She stated the 
Parish council does not consider that they have a responsibility to facilitate access. A 
member of the public questioned this as it was felt that the Parish Council responsibility 
should continue regardless of the turnover of councillors.  Risk assessments and the need 
for qualifications to do risk assessments was discussed.  The Parish Council were informed 



 

 

that the original arrangements were put in place as a public relations process, with the 
Parish Council working on behalf of the parish to support the access to the equipment that 
was provided through grant funding from the lottery with a stipulation that the community 
had free access.  The is an agreement between the council and governors of the school.  
The Chairman stated that she would liaise with the Head Master and DCC and would report 
back to a future meeting.  Cllr Turney offered to assist with the work to establish the best 
way forward for the MOU.  It was stated that there are records in the governors’ minutes 
and the parish council minutes that will detail previous discussions and considerations. 

 
10.  National Grid Works- Cllr Hewitt read out a written report which appears as appendix b. 

Affected communities can apply for community grants. Cllr Hewitt urged that any community 
groups that are interested in grant funding should contact Tom Hyne from the National Grid 
who will assist with applications. 

 
11. Resignation of Councillor Parrott – The Chairman reported the resignation of Cllr Parrot 

who will be missed on the Parish Council.  There are now 2 vacancies to be filled.   
 

12.  Finance 
12.1  Report – The Clerk reported the bank account balance as £ 7,948.93 as of 22nd 
February.  She stated that this includes £699.99 to Transparency grant funding and 
advised that these funds should be spent prior to audit.  The funding is for the purchase of 
a computer and printer scanner.  It was agreed that the Clerk should go ahead and 
purchase these items.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Turney All Agreed 

12.2  Approval of Expenditure - Donation to Church for use of meeting facility - It was 

agreed that £70 would be appropriate to ensure heating and lighting costs were covered. 

- School costs for meeting facility - £30 to cover 3 x meetings 

- Electrical installation of defibrillator – The invoice has not yet been received. 

- Donation to Parish Magazine-The Clerk was asked to make enquiries as to whether   

other parishes donate and how much. To be added to the next meeting agenda. 

Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Porter All Agreed 

13. Agreement of Audit Arrangements – The Parish Council confirmed that they would like 
the Clerk to approach Kate Berry to see if she would complete the internal audit again for 
this financial year. The Clerk confirmed that external audit arrangements would be in place 
but in future years the Parish Council will be assessed on compliance with the 
Transparency Code through the website. All Agreed 
 

14. Clerk’s Correspondence – The Clerk updated the meeting that a planning appeal had 
been received for Hereford Cottage. All previous Parish Council comments would be 
forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate by Teignbridge.  The last planning application was 
supported by the Parish Council but there was an opportunity to make further comment if 
they wished.  A discussion took place and it was agreed that the Parish Council had no 
further observations.  
The Clerk reminded councilors about the Litter Pick arranged for Saturday 25th March to 
start at 10am. The start location was to be confirmed and posters would be placed on the 
noticeboard and website 

 
15. Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation and 

confirmed that the location for the summer meetings would be at the school. 
 

16.  Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 4 May 2017 at 7.30pm.  
 

Meeting concluded at 9.15pm.  
 

Signed..................................................................Chairman 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Appendix a 
 

TDC Cllr Amanda Ford - report for Doddiscombsleigh Parish Council March 2017. 
 

Dear Cllr’s and members of the public. 

In brief – 

The Boundary Commission - The Boundary Commission have issued its report into the new 

Teignbridge District Boundary changes.  I as the Teign Valley Ward (District) Councillor made my 

opposition and recommendations to commission’s proposals for the Teign Valley Ward. I was 

successful in giving my argument forward towards keeping the parish of Dunsford in the Teign Valley.  

However the Commission in their new changes to the Boundaries have now split the Chudleigh 
Knighton Parish, meaning that Hennock and the Teign Village will become part of the Teign Valley 
ward. For further information please see the report that can be found on the Boundary Commission 
website.  www.lgbce.org.uk (see page 9 section 34 of the report re the Teign Valley). 
 
National Grid  
Please see attached proposed changes to the road closures for the replacement of the  
overhead power cables (See separate attachment) affecting the bottom of the Teign Valley  
and Doddiscombsleigh. 
 
Wireless Broad Band  
Still awaiting for the AirBand Company to complete their instillation of the government funded wireless 
connection for the Teign Valley. Still awaiting for the last mast to be competed on the out skirts of 
Christow .  
 
Mobile Phone. 
 
I am informed that the Mast in Dunsford is ready for connection by all the main mobile phone providers. 
EE are the latest to connect giving EE customers a coverage in the Teign Valley. We are still awaiting 
02, Vodafone etc to connect. I have wrote to our MP Mel Stride asking him to again contact all the 
main providers to speed up the process of all the main providers connecting to the infrastructure that is 
now present in the valley . 
 
Night Landing Devon Air Ambulance. 



 

 

I have given just under a £1000 from the Councillors community fund to aid and provide a night landing 
site for the Devon Air Ambulance in Christow to cover the Teign Valley area.  
 
Increase in Teignbridge Council Tax element  
Voted in on Tuesday 21st February was an increase in the Teignbridge Council Tax of 3.22% which is 
approximately £5 per annum increase on a band D property. 
 
I would like to remind the public and Cllrs that they are welcome to view any of the debates including 
Overview and Scrutiny and Full Council committee meetings when important  
decisions are debated voted on and made at Teignbridge Council. The public gallery is open to the 
public and details can be found on the Councils website.    
 
End of Report. 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

   



 

 

 


