
 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Thursday 12th March 2015 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs N Cupper (Chairman), E Brook, V Brook, J Le Marchant, B Prest, S Stanley, District Cllr Purser, 
12 members of the public and Suzanna Hughes  (Clerk) 
 
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.30pm. 

 
APM2015.1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor M Porter 
 

APM2015.2 AFFORDABALE HOUSING REPORT 
The Chairman invited Tony Porter, Chairman of the Affordable Housing Steering Group, to give 
a report. 
 
Mr Porter informed the meeting that the group had not agreed to give a formal presentation at 
this meeting as had been believed.  However, the Group is now planning to report formally to 
the Parish Council at its meeting on 21 May.  This will be advertised in the parish magazine.  All 
information relating to the work of the Group including minutes of meetings and reports etc 
have been uploaded on to the website so that all information is freely accessible to the public.   
He advised that it is a time-consuming process to look at the complexities and ways of 
providing Affordable Homes.  He emphasised the need to register with Devon Home Choice if 
you have a need for an affordable home.  The Group has also been finding out about other 
ways in which Doddiscombsleigh people can access other local housing projects – one of the 
key requirements being meeting local need.  The next meeting of the Steering Group will be on 
Tuesday 28th April. 
 
The Chairman, Cllr Cupper, advised that the Group has identified some issues which need 
answers and will be meeting with an officer from Teignbridge District Council in order to 
understand those issues.  
 

APM2015.3 FUTURE PROJECTS AND PARISHIONERS’ QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

The Chairman opened the meeting for questions, comments and ideas for future projects. 

 

David Beard asked what the Parish Council does to improve services in the village, e.g public 

transport, internet etc. 

 

The Chairman stated that the Parish Council tends to react to situations and has access to 

people such as the District and County Councillors who are able to help resolve these 

situations.   

 

Mr Beard asked how the Parish Council advertises the meetings and engages with the parish.  

The Chairman responded that the agendas are posted on the noticeboards and website and 

notice of the meetings is given in the parish magazine.  The Parish Council, has, however, found 



it difficult to engage with parishioners despite trying a variety of methods including 

newsletters, parish magazine articles etc. 

 

Tony Porter suggested that the Parish Council should have a plan along the lines of a village 

appraisal to cover items such as housing, transport, speeding vehicles through the village, 

planning issues, the village Triangle, the ‘Smarten Up Doddi’ scheme etc. 

 

Kevin Bridgeman also asked how the Parish Council plans to engage more with the people in 

the parish but acknowledged that it is not an easy task. 

 

The Chairman encouraged parishioners to stand as a Parish Councillor in the upcoming 

elections in May so that they could contribute to the way the Parish Council functions. 

 

Finally, before closing the meeting, the Chairman informed the meeting that he had received a 

letter from Teign Valley Community Hall seeking new committee members from 

Doddiscombsleigh and a new bookings clerk. 

 

APM2015.5 CLOSE 

There being no further comments, the Chairman thanked parishioners for attending and closed 

the meeting at 8.20pm. 

 

 

 

 


