
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday 7 Sept 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh School 
 

Present:  Cllr B Plummer (Chairman), Cllrs S Hewitt & L Turney, DCC Cllr Brook, TDC Cllr Ford & 7 
members of the public. 
 
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 
 
Open Forum – Item 5.  A member of the public asked what Is happening to the parish council.  There 
have been 4 resignations. Could the parish council explain why? 
Burnt meadow, query whether DCC are going to repair it as the school lines have recently been 
repainted.  A discussion took place.  A member of the public advised that following his communication 
with Highways department it is understood there are no current plans to work on this road. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence– None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – None 

 
3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting (circulated) -  Ordinary meeting of 6 July 2017 & 
10 August (planning) – Signed and accepted as true records. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Turney All Agreed 
 
4. County & District Councillor’s Reports -  Cllr Brook stated that the Teign Valley road 
diversions are ineffective.  The contractors will not set up diversions for local people and businesses. 
The diversionary route is a considerable detour.  The full closure was supposed to be for 2 days only 
for tree felling and the other works would be with controlled through traffic.  This has not been the 
case.  Cllr Brook is still awaiting a response from the contractor.   
Cllr Brook reminded the meeting of the County Committee budget of £10k, available to parish 
councils. He suggested that the parish council consider applying for funding to generate maximum 
benefit for the maximum number of people.  Cllr Hewitt suggested that we considered the failed bid 
for Rural Aid bid which may be a consideration for the County Committee fund.  Cllr Brook stated he 
has already given funding for the Christow hall specialist lighting project.   
 
TDC Cllr Ford stated that she has contacted the governments’ organisation ‘Connecting Devon and 
Somerset’ and tried to get a response from the contracts manager who oversees the contract for 
AirBand. AirBand are the company who install and are contracted to complete Phase 2 of the Teign 
Valley's broadband provision. To date she has not had any reply. She has escalated this to the 
Portfolio Holder at DCC, Councillor Stewart Barker who is chasing this up.  
Next week the Overview and Scrutiny Committee will be reviewing the performance indicators of the 
Council, The Teignbridge infrastructure plan and the District Councils emergency plan.  TDC Cllr Ford 
is the Vice Chair.  Members of the public can attend to observe these public meetings. 
Cllr Ford will be attending a meeting on 11th September about The Greater Exeter Plan. She will 
update parish councils following meeting and explain what it means for our rural communities. 
 
5. Councillor Resignations & Vacancies – Cllr Plummer stated that Cllr Brian Prest had recently 
resigned following his involvement in a planning matter when it is believed that he inappropriately 
acted as a councillor rather than an individual.  His resignation followed a complaint from the planning 
applicant.  Mr Prest bombarded the parish council with emails that were demanding, harrassing and 
intimidating.  The Parish Council have disclosed all the documentation to him he has a legal right to 
access.  Having resigned he submitted an expression of interest for him and his wife to become 
councillors.  When contacted regarding the vacancies Mr Prest announced that his email was a ‘trick 



 

 

and a joke’ and berated the Parish Council for wasting parish funds.  Mr Prest had insisted on not 
being named. The parish council took legal advice that stated he could be named.  Initially the parish 
council did not expose him but following his admission and overt waste of parish funds, the Chairman 
took the decision that the parish had a right to know the full circumstances.  The Clerk was asked to 
confirm how much money had been spent as a result of Mr. Prest’s conduct.  The Clerk confirmed the 
complaint had been received from the planning applicant in April, as the application had been refused.  
The Parish Council were asked to account for the conduct of the councillor.  The investigation, 
subsequent emails from Mr. Prest, research and legal work spanned 4 months.  The Clerk does not 
account individually for different administrative activity but estimates the cost is in excess of £230.  
The legal advice obtained was free. 
Cllr Plummer stated that Cllr John Ponti had only been a councillor for two meetings.  At the first 
meeting, all the projects proposed by parishioners at the annual parish meeting were discussed and 
he objected to each one stating that the parish council shouldn’t be involved unless there was a 
statutory responsibility to do so.  When he resigned he stated that the parish council was steeped in 
bureaucracy and wasn’t delivering any projects for the community.  As the Parish Council has 
provided a defibrillator, first aid training equipment, has lobbied to get most of the parish roads re 
surfaced, has purchased tools for volunteers to clear drains in the event of flooding, has refurbished 
the noticeboard, provided flowers for the bus shelter and signs for the church path in the last 12 
months this is felt to be unfair criticism. 
 
Cllr Brook said that the Parish Council should put this behind them and take this as an opportunity to 
build and effective Parish Council for the community.  The Clerk stated that there was a need for 
community support and involvement.  There are 7 places on the council and only 3 councillors.  
Unless people get involved the Parish Council will need to seriously consider merging with another 
adjacent council. This would mean that people outside the village would make decisions involving 
Doddiscombsleigh parish. 
 
TDC Cllr Amanda Ford reiterated her support for the Parish Council.  She stated that she had 
previously been verbally abused by Brian Prest when he was a councillor. She had been subjected to 
a campaign of harassing emails and as a result she had not attended a parish council meeting for a 
year.  She was now back supporting the Parish Council because Brian Prest was no longer involved.   
 
Cllr Plummer said that she was very grateful to Ross Bryant and Ernest Davies who had offered to 
become councillors.  Ross is a university student and working as a part time journalist.  He has lived 
in the village for about a year.  Ernest is retired and lived in the parish for many years.  It was 
proposed that both were co-opted onto the Parish Council. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Turney All Agreed 
 
6. Matters Arising 
6.1 Welcome Pack Progress– Cllr Hewitt recapped that a welcome pack had been presented at the 
last meeting, however it was established that all information necessary was already in parish 
magazine. It was agreed that a welcome letter would be more appropriate and Cllr Hewitt had two 
drafts for consideration. She had contacted treasurer of the parish magazine who confirmed that they 
send a complimentary magazine to new residents.  As a personal welcome was felt to be so valuable 
it was agreed that the welcome letter could be hand delivered.  Cllr Hewitt proposed that the parish 
council pay a one year subscription of £4 for new households. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt  Seconded Cllr Davies  All Agreed  
6.2 Community Use of School Playing Field – Survey -  Cllr Turney said that there were two 
remaining issues. To communicate to parents and children at the school to make them aware of the 
facility and to ask that it is used with consideration. 2nd to develop a survey for all parishioners.  This 
will gather opinion of users and those potentially affected by the use.  The survey still to be 
developed. A member of the public asked that communication was with relevant grandparents as well 
as parents and Cllr Turney confirmed this would be covered with the survey. 
6.3 Website – Whist our web host has not yet been struck of companies register there is a need to 
find a suitable alternative. Parishcouncil.net are paid up until Feb next year so we hope that the 
website will be stable until then.  It Is essential that a website is compliant with the Transparncy Code 
and there are key decisions to make to determine the final choice.  Following discussion it was agreed 
to set up sub-committee with delegated powers.  Terms of reference to be drafted by the Clerk.  



 

 

Members of the sub-committee to be Cllr Turney, Cllr Hewitt, Phil Russon, David & Martina Beard & 
the Parish Clerk.  
Proposed Cllr Hewitt  Seconded Cllr Turney  All Agreed 
6.4 Rural Aid Funding Application – The Clerk said that the fund was over-subscribed by over 
100%.  Our application for funding to donate towards Christow hall specialist lighting project was not 
supported as Christow is located in the National Park and not geographically eligible for this funding. 
Feedback suggested a future application for a parish project was more likely to be successful.  
6.5 Parking at Haldon Forest –  Cllr Brook said that he did a site visit on a Sunday and saw the 
parking issues and concerns.  There are estimated to be 450,000 visitors a year.  Roadside bunding 
will be undertaken along the sides of the road to deter parking.  There is an application to increase the 
car parking by another 250 spaces.  People are avoiding the charges by parking on the road and 
there is no jurisdiction for the Forestry Commission to prevent this.  The through traffic is problematic.  
Cllr Brook believes that the Forest Park are taking the issue seriously.  It is not a matter for DCC.  The 
parking is expensive for limited time and it was felt that in the planning consultation, it should be 
suggested that the parking charges are reduced.  It was agreed that observations would be submitted 
to TDC as part of the planning consultation process. Cllr Hewitt raised an issue about the bus service.  
Exeter to the racecourse bus stops but there is no designated bus stop for the return journey.  With 
the development of the diner, garage and Haldon Forest Park, DCC need to consider how the bus 
service can be improved to facilitate the pick-up of customers opposite the race course. Cllr Brook 
said this was a matter for negotiation with Stagecoach. He agreed to look into the matter.   
6.6 Community Notice Board – Cllr Hewitt said that she has researched possible options to 
increase the space for community messages.  Some parish notices need to go into the bus shelter 
because the parish notice board is full.  There is spare wall space in the bus shelter that can be 
optimized.  The board needs to be light because of the cob. Councillors considered several quotes 
and styles and agreed that an oak framed, light weight noticeboard should be ordered. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer  All Agreed 
6.7 Maintenance of Rights of Way (P3 agreement) – Cllr Hewitt said that she had contact with Ros 
Davies from DCC and proposed the first foot path for consideration should be from the old railway 
station (Sheldon) to Batts Brook.  Initially we need to walk route to establish what needs to be done.  
It was proposed that this was made into a village event and advertise for community to get involved. 
Cllr Hewitt to progress 
 
7. Flower Planters for Bus Shelter – Cllr Hewitt stated that this year temporary flower planters had 
been put by the bus shelter.  There had been a lot of positive feedback from the community.  Cllr 
Hewitt asked whether the parish wished to see more substantial planters with seasonal flowers.  A 
member of the public stated that 4 years ago a proposal went to the parish council suggesting that 
groups of people took responsibility for the areas around their houses to promote community 
ownership but the matter wasn’t progressed.  It was felt that this proposal could be realised with 
leadership and a vision from the parish council It was agreed that the bus shelter pots should be re 
planted.  The more strategic community involvement could be initiated by making people aware that 
funding was available.   
Proposed Cllr Plummer  Seconded Cllr Turney  All Agreed 
 
8. Circular Tree Seat for Triangle – Cllr Hewitt suggested that the parish council consider a 
circular seat around the tree in the triangle.  Wooden benches or wrought iron benches were 
considered.  It was agreed that parish councilors would look at the site and the various designs.  Cllr 
Hewitt offered to arrange a site visit with a view to bringing the matter back to the next meeting. 

 

9. Upkeep of Village Communal Areas – Steve le Marchant voluntarily keeps the triangle 
maintained.  There are a number of things that would assist him, being traffic cones. strimmer 
cord and grass feed.  His work for the benefit of all the community is very much appreciated.  
It was agreed that the Parish Council should support him by financing the necessary items. 
Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Hewitt.  All Agreed  
 
10. Community Firework Event & Parish Fete – Cllr Turney said that a fete took place on 2 
September. It raised funds in the region of £300 for the church and pre school.  It was well attended 
by people in the parish.  Fireworks event.- There are still no volunteers to run the event but the matter 
was under consideration.  It was agreed that if the event went ahead it was important that it doesn’t 
clash with other local events.   



 

 

11. Finance 
11.1  Report – The Clerk reported the bank balance as £7,884.34 on 22 August.  The first CIL 
payment of £350.71 is credited to the account and the parish council needs to consider how this will 
be invested in the community (item 11.5) 
11.2  VAT reclaim –  £498.70 has been successfully claimed and deposited in the parish account 
11.3  Approval of Expenditure – Country News x 4 subscriptions for new households and for the 
Clerk - £20. 
11.4  HSBC mandate – There are currently 3 signatories on the account. For resilience it was agreed 
to add the new councilors.  Clerk to progress.  
11.5  CIL Funding – This is money given to the parish from eligible planning and development.  The 
parish is due to receive 4 payments, the first having been credited to the parish account in April 
(£350.71).  This must be spent on infrastructure to support development.  Work on clearing drains 
was discussed as a possible project.  Cllr Bryant agreed to lead on CIL spending with the Clerk. 
 
12. Highways & Footpaths -  Previously discussed.  
 
13. Clerks Correspondence – The Elector Fund applications have been announced.  The first-round 
closes on 29 Sept and the second round in Feb 2018.  A maximum of £1.10 per elector may be 
claimed.  There are 267 electors in the parish, giving a potential £293.70 of funding.  A discussion 
took place and it was agreed that the Clerk would apply for the full amount for village upkeep. 

14. Chairman’s Remarks –Cllr Plummer welcomed the two new councilors. She also thanked the 
public for their participation.   
 
15. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 2 November 2017 at 7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 

 
Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman  


