
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 6 April 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs B Plummer (Chairman), S Hewitt, M Porter & L Turney & 5 members of the 
public 

  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 

 
Open Forum: Nothing raised. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence - Cllr Prest & TDC Cllr Ford 

 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests For Dispensations – None 
 
3. Vacancies for Councillor – TDC have confirmed that the public notice in relation to the 

second councilor vacancy has not been challenged. Therefore, this can now be advertised 
and we can co-opt into this vacancy.  Jon Ponti has expressed an interest in joining the 
parish council. It was proposed that Jon be co-opted into the other council vacancy which 
has been advertised. This was agreed and Jon was invited to join the councilors to 
participate in this meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Hewitt.  All agreed 
 

4. Planning Application: DCC/3967/2017 
Location: Doddiscombsleigh School 

Proposal: Retention of Temporary Classrooms 

Applicants: Devon County Council 
Cllr Turney spoke regarding his recent site visit to the school. He stated that the classroom 
accommodation is clearly needed and school can’t afford to do anything else. The p-anning 
officers’ comments were discussed and it was agreed that this should not becoming a more 
permanent structure and plans should be put in place now to fundraise so that the 
classrooms are replaced before the next planning period expires. It is fundamentally 
important to the school to provide classroom space but there was an urgent need to 
consider a long-term solution. This application is supported by the parish council. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Plummer .  All agreed 

 
5. Planning Application: 17/00207/FUL 

Location: Oaklands 

Proposal: Replacement Dwelling 

Applicants: Mr & Mrs Rice 
Mrs Rice was invited to describe the planned building project. She described the current 
dwelling as a Woolaway bungalow, built in 1970s/80/s.  It is poorly insulated, damp and 
takes a considerable amount of fuel to heat. It is intended to use locally sourced oak to 
build an oak framed house.  It will be environmentally friendly, highly insulated. In keeping 
with the environs, with larch cladding and a grey slate roof and grey chimney.  It will be 
sited in front of the existing dwelling.  The land slopes away so the roof line will remain the 
same Only the south facing elevation will be visible to the public, so will not impact on 
neighbours. A site visit was conducted by Cllrs Hewitt and Plummer.  It was clear that 
current the building is not sustainable long term.  The design of the proposed building is in 



 

 

keeping with the area and would provide an enhancement to the current outlook. The 
parish council fully support this application. 
Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Porter.  All agreed 
 
 

6.  Planning Application: 17/00608/FUL 
 Location: Willhayes Farm 
 Proposal: Erection of a Garage 
 Applicant: Mr R Palmer 
Mrs Palmer was invited to describe the planned garage building.  She referred to the 
previous (pending) application for a porch. As it is believed that there is a bat colony in that 
building and a bat survey cannot be conducted until May.  In anticipation of the need to 
relocate the bats, the proposed garage building will have a false roof space to 
accommodate the bats. It is sited in close proximity to the main house and will not be 
viewed by neighbours. The parish council supported the porch application and also fully 
support the application for a garage building with bat loft. 
 Proposed Cllr Porter Seconded Cllr Plummer.  All agreed 
 

7.   Approval of Expenditure –  Clerks salary and expenses Jan – March.  
57 hours @£10/hr = £464.99 net salary, PAYE £110.00, Mileage = 16 miles @ 45p/mile = 
£7.20, Broadband £5/month = £15, Working from home expenses £8.33/month = £24.99, 
Stationery = £19.37. 

 Proposed Cllr Turney Seconded Cllr Porter. All agreed 
 

8. Clerks Correspondence – The Clerk read out an update from TDC Cllr Ford which 
appears as an appendix to these minutes.  
The Clerk asked for the following expenditure to be approved in order to assist the audit 
process, being invoices recently received: 
DALC subscription £68.85 
HMRC Agent annual fee £63.00 
Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr Porter. All agreed 
 

9. Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked the public and councilors for their 
participation. 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting – It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 
4th May 2017 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School. This will be the Annual 
Parish meeting, Annual Council meeting and Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm. 
 

 
 

Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman 

  



 

 

Appendix  
 

Report for April 2017.   
District Councillor Amanda Ford. 

 
AirBand.  
I have been informed by Air Band that the Christow mast is going live at the end of the 
month so expect to be able to get people connected from mid-April. 
 
Mobile Phone 
 I have e-mailed Mel Stride MP to ask for him again to contact all the mobile phone 
providers to speed up the process as to when the main mobile phone providers will 
connect to the existing mobile phone infrastructure that is now present in the valley. We 
were promised this would occur by the end of 2017 but I have contacted Mel Stride MP to 
try and speed this process up.  
 
Incidences around Reservoirs in Teign Valley. 
There has been some reporting on social media re some ‘incidences’ around the 
reservoirs. The police have reported that no formal reports have been made or logged 
with them. Please could people if they have concerns please contact the police and log 
and report these concerns to the police and not just post on social media. 
Syrian Refugees. 
A call for local foster carers and accommodation for families.  
I have been contacted by a number of residents in the Teign Valley about what is the 
status of intake of refugees in our area. 
To date Devon County have taken 21 unaccompanied children out of the target set of 
100. This has been due to the lack of foster families.   Teignbridge District Council have 
been able to accommodate only two families out of a target of 6 . The inability to take 
more families has been due to the lack of private rentable property where landlords are 
willing to offer accommodation to the council and willing to accept rents that are paid by 
the council. 
For more info see - 
http://www.devon.gov.uk/refugeesindevon 

                                                                      2. 
Night Landing Devon Air Ambulance 
I have given just under a £1000 from the Councillors community fund to aid and provide a 
night landing site for the Devon Air Ambulance in Christow to cover the Teign Valley area.  

 
NEWS FOR RECYCLING FOOD WASTE  
From April 2017 residents will be able to line their kitchen caddy or food waste container 
with any type of plastic bag. This means that any of the following can be used to line the 
containers; • supermarket carrier bags • small pedal bin liners • bread bags • small 
amounts of newspaper • compostable liners this improvement to the weekly collection 
service will make it even easier to recycle food waste whilst keeping containers clean. 
From April, food waste will be taken to a different facility where they are able to remove 
plastic bags during the recycling process and use them to generate power. The Anaerobic 
Digestor in Holsworthy, Devon will convert food waste into electricity, and the liquid 
fertiliser that is also produced ensures that essential nutrients are returned to the land. 
Compostable liners will still be accepted however, Teignbridge Council will no longer be 
supplying approved liners to local stockists for resale. More essential information about 
the waste and recycling service will be inside the annual recycling guide and calendar that 
is being delivered to households across Teignbridge at the beginning of April. In the 
meantime, for more details about the weekly food waste collection service visit 
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/foodwaste 
 
County Council Elections. 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/foodwaste


 

 

Please can I remind residents that Thursday 4th of May is the date for the County Council 
Elections! 

End of Report. 


