
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Thursday 5th May 2016 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs M Porter (Chairman), Cllr B Plummer, Cllr B Prest, Cllr S Parrett, Cllr L Turney & Cllr Stanley, 8 
members of the public. 
Clerk Sarah Sharpe 
 
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.30pm. 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from District Councillor Ford 
 

2 Ratification of minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Electors held on 12th March 2015  
Signed and accepted as a true record.  

 
3 Chairman’s Report for the year 2015/16 – Chairman Cllr Porter thanked members of the public who 

have helped to organise and support the many local events that have taken place over the last year.  

The commitment of the community is testament to the community spirit in Doddiscombsleigh. 

 

4 Officers Reports 

Planning – As this was a new portfolio for Cllr Prest his report was forward looking, outlining the way 

that planning issues would be approached in the future. He stated it was important to make contact 

with the applicants, invite them to a public meeting, encourage a site meeting to gather facts, canvas 

neighbours.  It was important that TDC took notice of the views of Parish Councils to make the 

consultation meaningful. 

Highways & Environment - Cllr Parrett and Prest reported this as a new portfolio area and any issues 

would be addressed in the ordinary meeting which was to follow. 

Affordable Housing - Cllr Turney spoke of the report in late 2014 from the Affordable Housing group 

which stated there was not enough need at that time, within the parish to progress an affordable 

housing project.  He is retaining a watch in brief but would be sending letters to our MP and 

neighbouring Parish Councils to ensure an overview and joined up approach. 

Footpaths & Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Plummer stated that no issues had been raised in relation 

to footpaths. In relation to NHW there had been a number of break ins over the year in neighbouring 

parishes.  The neighbourhood police officer PC Croft had set up farm watch in our parish. NHW 

material was available from PC Croft or from the Parish Council Chairman.   

Defibrillator- Cllr Turney reported that the Parish Council had agreed to fund raise to purchase a 

defibrillator. An application had been made to the British Heart Foundation but in December the 

charity stopped grant funding for defibrillators. Other grants had been considered and an application is 

being prepared for the National Lottery. 



 

 

Church - Cllr Porter stated this was a new portfolio for him but he would be liaising and working 

together with the Church for the benefit of the community. 

Welcome Pack - Cllr Porter stated that Cllr Beard had developed a welcome pack when she was in 

office. He would circulate the pack to fellow councillors and ensure that new people moving into the 

parish received a welcome pack.  

Events co-ordinator - Cllr Plummer stated that Doddiscombsleigh recently collaborated with 

Dunchideock to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday.  Cllr Plummer, her extended family, Sara Stanley 

and Dudley Swain organised the whole event as well as constructing a huge beacon fire.  

Doddiscombsleigh and Dunchideock Parish Councils provided the funds for the fireworks display.  

Thanks were extended to The Haldon Park Rangers from the Forestry Commission for very kindly 

donating wood for the Beacon & Edward Ellis for the use of his field.  Cllr Plummer asked for any future 

events to be notified to her so that the Parish Council can support them. 

Emergency Disaster Planning- Cllr Porter stated this was his area of expertise and he would be 

reviewing resilience issues. 

5 Ideas for future projects 

Cllr Parrett advised that there would be a Great British Tea Party on 12 June. The first planning 

meeting was to take place on Tuesday 10 May. 

6 Open Discussion for parishioners 

Landing site for Devon Air Ambulance – It was believed that when Cllr Cupper was in office there had 

been correspondence with South West Ambulance Service Foundation Trust (SWASFT) about 

identifying a community landing site. It was agreed following discussion that this should be progressed 

and given project status on behalf of the parish.  Cllr Parrett agreed to take the lead. 

Advertising of village events – A number of forthcoming events were discussed and it was agreed that 

in future the parish website could be used to advertise village events. Point of contact will be the 

parish clerk to agree any adverts. 

Dog Fouling – This is becoming a significant problem throughout the parish and in particular in Rectory 

Lane.  It was agreed that dog fouling signs would be obtained from the Dog Warden and he would be 

asked to pay visits to the area.  Concern was expressed regarding the effect of dog mess on health 

especially with concerns of small children who may pick it up. Dog owners exercising within the parish 

are asked to not allow their dogs to be loose on the highway and to clean up after their animals. 

 

7 CLOSE   

There being no further comments, the Chairman thanked parishioners for attending and closed the 

meeting at 7.55pm. 

 

 


