
 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 10 March 2016 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllrs M Porter (Chairman), B Plummer, B Prest & S Parrott, DCC Cllr Brook &TDC 
Cllr Ford & 5 members of the public 

  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 

 
Open Forum : It was requested that ‘Drainage committee / gang for the village’ is placed on the 
agenda for the next meeting. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence Cllr Turney, Cllr Beard 

 
2. Declarations of Interest / Requests For Dispensations – None 
 
3. Appointment of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer – Cllr Porter updated on the 

recruitment process and announced the permanent appointment of the temporary clerk 
Sarah Sharpe 

 
4. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting (circulated) - Signed and accepted as a 

true record. Proposed Cllr Prest Seconded Cllr Plummer.  All agreed 
 
5. County & District Councillors’ Reports - Update from DCC Cllr Brook:  DCC budget 

now finalised. School crossing personnel retained within the budget.  £250k needed to be 
from elsewhere to fund this. The gov’t allocated £34m less this year. Future savings likely 
to be from corporate services not frontline. As a net result of DCC Cllrs directly lobbying 
gov’t £8.5m additional funding was allocated. This will be mainly directed to Childrens and 
Young Persons (C&YP) services. DCC had been under special measures for C&YP 
services, particularly children in care. Service has been overhauled and there will now be 
continued support (up to age of 25yrs) for children who have been in care with bursaries 
available for further education. Tour of Britain is coming back to Devon generating an 
estimated £5m for Devon. A joint Devon & Somerset Devolution bid was submitted in Jan. 
This included a greater say as to how business monies are invested in the counties. Rate 
relief could be at risk which is an area of concern for small businesses.Drainage: Hennock 
have found the funding to employ a  Parish Lengthsman. This may be viable in other 
parishes. A discussion took place regarding drainage and potholes. In the future one main 
access/egress route for a village is likely to be the only fully maintained road surface. Self 
help groups are encouraged to fill potholes etc and would be supplied with materials. 
 
Update from Cllr. Ford. Budget: TDC have agreed a 3.3% council tax rise. £100k for the 
Radio1 weekend has been agreed as it will generate income into the area and is viewed as 
a good investment. Boundry Commission review: recommendation for 46 wards to 
remain but there may be changes to boundries. Decision awaited. Broadband and mobile 
phone coverage. Two different providers have applied for masts at Dunsford and 
Christow. There is an apparent lack of strategy and joined up planning. Cllr Ford has met 
with MP Mel Stride and asked him to get involved. There is a need to continue lobbying 
government for funding and it is proposed to get representatives from ‘Connecting Devon & 
Somerset’ to do a site visit to meet a working group from local parishes. 
 

6. Matters Arising 
6.1    Affordable Housing – No update 



 
6.2     Transparency Code – Clerk update on the need to work on the website in order to 
ensure compliance by 31 March.  £216 grant funding has been received for Clerk training 
and time spent on the website. It was agreed that some of this could be used to pay the 
webmaster their time in conducting the training. Proposed Cllr Prest, Seconded Cllr 
Plummer. 

 
7. Finance 

7.1   Report – Bank account balance – The Clerk reported that she does not yet have 
access to the bank account but the balance at the last meeting stood at £6,414.99 

 
7.2 Elector grant funding application – £282.72 has been requested towards the   

defibrillator project but it cannot be confirmed whether this has been received. 
 
7.3   Approval of expenditure – Clerks salary broadband and disbursements (Jan & Feb). 

10.5 hours @£9.90/hr = £103.95, Mileage = 0, Broadband = £5, Working from home 
expenses = £12.50, Stationery = £21.46. Proposed Cllr Prest, Seconded Cllr Parrott. 

 
7.4  HSBC Mandate – Signed by Cllrs Porter, Prest, Plummer & Parrott. A letter to HSBC 

was signed requesting bank statements to be sent to the new Clerk. 
 

8 Audit Arrangements for Small Authorities – Councillors received a brief from the 
Clerk regarding the new Smaller Authorities Audit Arrangements (SAAA) and the need 
to make a decision whether to opt out. Deadline 31 March 2016. New arrangements 
commence in April 2017. Opt in is automatic and for 5 yrs if opt out is not registered. 
The SAAA is intended to reduce cost and bureaucracy.  Following discussion it was 
agreed not to opt out. Proposed Cllr Prest, Seconded Cllr Plummer. All agreed. 
 

9 Neighbourhood Watch – There is no neighbourhood watch co-ordinator for the Parish. 
The advantage is being linked by a communication network, reduced home insurance 
premiums and being aware of suspicious activity in neighbouring parishes. Item to be 
placed on the next agenda. 

 
10 Planning Process and Response – Cllr Prest asked for confirmation as to how the 

council will deal with planning applications in the future to ensure that councillors can 
carry out their duty without risk of intimidation or personal challenge. The Clerk outlined 
good practice being a site visit and discussion with the applicant, ideally by two 
councillors who have no personal interest in the application or direct connection with the 
applicant.  The applicant to be invited to a public meeting to explain the application and 
answer questions. Public meeting to allow any concerns to be discussed and a council 
response within the 21 day time frame. No requirement for a vote but the Councillors 
should seek a consensus. All agreed. 

 
11  HM The Queen 90th Birthday Celebrations – Beacon Lighting – Cllr Prest had made 

initial enquiries with insurers who will charge £276.85. A joint event with Dunchideock is 
an option but it was felt that Dunchideock should contribute half the insurance premium  
and lead on the organisation, as Doddiscombsleigh did the major planning for the last 
Beacon event. Cllr Plummer to discuss with the Chair of Dunchideock PC and to offer 
that Doddiscombesleigh would do the catering. Due to the event being on 21 April a 
decision as to whether to go ahead to be made by 21 March. 

 
The parents involved with the primary school are arranging a street party for the 
celebration weekend 11-12 June therefore the PC will support this rather than 
organising another event. 

 
12 Changes to Teignbridge District Council Planning Consultation – As of 1 May it is 

proposed to go to a paperless planning consultation process. Over 80% of applications 
are now electronic and TDC are in the minority of councils. TALC have appealed to TDC 
CEO Nicola Bulbeck because of the difficulty it presents to small councils. The move to 
an electronic process is inevitable but the commencement date is under review. 



 
 

13  Future Projects 
13.1 Defibrillator – The Clerk updated on a National Lottery bid on behalf of 

Shillingford. Progress will be updated at each meeting to help inform the way 
forward for Doddiscombsleigh. It was felt that first aid courses would be 
beneficial for parishioners. Clerk to research and report back. 

13.2 Welcome Pack - Cllr Beard to send the pack to the Chairman. 
13.3 Church – No update from Cllr Beard however a discussion took place regarding 

the Churchyard. Lawn cutting costs are approximately £1k/year. To be included 
in the next agenda to explore option of shared costs with the community, 
possibly through precept. 

13.4 Other projects: Discussion took place about a dedicated Community Helipad.  It 
was decided that a questionnaire would go out to community to ask what 
parishioners would like the PC to focus on. Cllr Parrott to lead on questionnaire. 

 
14 Highways & Footpaths – The condition of the road outside the primary school was 

raised as it presented a risk to pedestrians tripping and falling. Effective gulley cleaning 
will reduce water erosion. The Clerk to research the Hennock Lengthsman employment 
and funding. 
 

15 Clerks Correspondence – No Issues. 
 
16 Chairman’s Remarks – Frequency of meetings will now be every other month. The 

Chairman informed the meeting that he had received the resignation of Cllr Beard. 
There are two vacancies which will need to be advertised. Clerk to send advert to the 
Chairman. 

 
17 Date of Next Meeting – It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 

5 May 2016 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School. This will be the Annual 
Parish meeting, Annual Council meeting and Ordinary Council meeting. 

 
18 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 

 
 
 

Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman 


