
 

 

 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Thursday 4th May 2016 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 
  

Present:  Cllr B Plummer (Chairman), Cllr S Hewitt, Cllr B Prest, Cllr J Ponti & Cllr L Turney, 8 members of the 
public. 
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 
 
1 Apologies for Absence – Cllr Porter  
 
2 Ratification of minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Electors held on 3rd May 2016  

Signed and accepted as a true record.  

Proposed Cllr Hewitt Seconded Cllr Turney.  All Agreed 

3 Chairman’s Report for the year 2016/17 – Chairman, Cllr Plummer presented her report which is at 

Appendix a of these minutes.  Cllr Plummer thanked the councillors for their input and the Clerk for 

getting the parish accounts and papers in order. 

 

4 Officers Reports 

Footpaths, Neighbourhood Watch, Events Co-ordinator – Cllr Plummer reported on her areas of 

responsibility and her update appears at Appendix b of these minutes. 

 

Information Sharing from DALC, Public Information & Public Noticeboard - Cllr Hewitt reported on 

her areas of responsibility and her update appears at Appendix c of these minutes. 

 

Church, Welcome Pack, Emergency Disaster Planning - Cllr Porter (no report submitted). 

  

Planning, Highways and Environment, TALC - Cllr Prest reported on his areas of responsibility. He 

stated that he had been in consultation with TDC regarding ongoing problems with the planning 

nwebsite. The parish had experienced a significant number of planning issues in the year which had 

been handled professionally. Highways- after 7 years of pressure on Highways department, the 

majority of potholes were now filled.  He said that we should collectively lobby the council against cuts 

to ensure funds aren’t diverted or used on salaries instead of service provision. Environment- fly tipping 

on Haldon ridge and Willhayes are is an ongoing problem. The restrictions on entry to the re cycling 

centres has contributed to fly tipping issues.  TALC- Cllr Prest didn’t attend the last meeting but Cllr 

Ponti reported that the meeting had covered budgets. Rates are to be increased to maximum permitted 

and parking charges have been increased by 5%.  The council have managed to re coup the budget 

shortfall this year from the capital budget but there will be more cuts in future years. 

 

Affordable Housing, Defibrillator - Cllr Turney reported on his areas of responsibility. Defibrillator- is 

installed. Hopefully everyone now knows how to access it and use it.  We received 100% funding from 

the National Lottery. Funding from the British Heart Foundation for a Call, Pull, Rescue kit has enabled 

Vanessa Fraser to train 22 people.  There are 2 further training dates planned.  Cllr Turney expressed 

his thanks to Vanessa and the Clerk for securing the funding and bringing the projects to fruition. He 

also acknowledged thanks to the school for allowing us to site the defibrillator at the school.  Affordable 

Housing - No new developments this year.  Watch in brief.   

 



 

 

5 Ideas for future projects – A discussion took place with the members of the public present and the 

following ideas were suggested: Restoration of our public rights of way.  A village think tank to come up 

with new ideas (possibly over a cheese and wine event or similar). A contribution to funding local 

events to help the community, A festival to walk the bounds, with education on countryside and history 

of the parish. Growing the school fete to a wider Doddiscombsleigh event. Church activities that we 

could help support. Jet clearing of blocked culverts to reduce flooding events.   

 

6 Vacancy for Councillor – Cllr Plummer asked the members of the public if anyone would stand as 

councillor.  There were no volunteers. 

 

7 Open Discussion for parishioners - A member of the public congratulated the parish council for 

removing the animosity and venom of previous councils and making the meetings enjoyable and 

participative.  

 

8.  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm 

 



 

 

 

Appendix a 

 

Chairman’s Annual Report 

 

In my first year as Chairman of Doddiscombsleigh parish council, I can report a very busy year.  

We have said goodbye to two councillors, Helen Beard and Shelagh Parrett and have 

welcomed Sara Hewitt (formerly Stanley) and more recently Jon Ponti.  We are keen to fill our 

outstanding vacancy which is currently advertised.  

 

We have held 17 parish council meetings due to the number of planning applications submitted 

for the parish. Each of these has had a site visit so that we are in an informed position to 

discuss the application and submit our comments to Teignbridge planning department. 

 

We were successful earlier in the year with our bid to the British Heart Foundation for a CPR 

training kit and Vanessa Fraser has used it to train 22 people in the parish in basic first aid and 

CPR, with a further 3 training sessions to come. 

 

We were also successful in our bid for 100% funding from the National Lottery to allow us to 

purchase a defibrillator which is sited outside the school.  This is a fantastic piece of life saving 

equipment which is so vital in such a rural location.  In our efforts to make Doddiscombsleigh a 

safe and healthy place to live, we are actively pursuing a suitable landing site for the air 

ambulance. Thank you to everyone who has so far offered up their land for a possible location.  

It is proving challenging with the lack of open flat land but we will continue to pursue this. 

 

We have submitted a bid for £5,000 of Rural Aid funding towards the lighting project for the 

Teign Valley hall which many of you use and enjoy. We have also been successful in achieving 

just under £700 from the Transparency Code funding to buy a computer and printer. 

 

We have been able to purchase a significant number of tools with the Elector fund monies to 

enable a volunteer workforce to clear ditches and drains in times of flood risk.  

 

We have negotiated with HSBC due to their mis management of the parish council bank 

account and received £500 of compensation which we gifted to the parochial church council to 

help with the church renovations.  We also successfully claimed £248.89 of VAT which had 

been paid into another parish council account in error.  

 

Councillors and volunteers gave their time to refurbish the parish noticeboard and also a group 

of volunteers helped with the litter pick in March.  My thanks, goes to those of you who 

selflessly give up your time for the benefit of others. We have had some hand painted signs 

made to try to reduce the fouling by dogs and horses and have worked with the dog warden to 

try to prevent the fouling around the war memorial in particular. 

 

Finally, you will hopefully have noticed the marked improvements in our parish roads.  We have 

lobbied the highways department in order to get potholes filled, roads re-surfaced and ditches 

and culverts cleared. Whilst some of the road closures have been inconvenient, it is becoming 

harder and harder to get investment in our roads, and we have managed to get some of our 

roads to a more acceptable standard.   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix b 

 

REPORT from Cllr Plummer 

 

Firstly I would like to thank the Councillors for their input to the Parish Council and  

all the help they have given me in the last year.  

I would also like to thank Sarah Sharpe the Clerk for all her hard work also. I know  

it has been challenging to initially organise our paperwork but she managed to put  

everything in order and it is very much appreciated.  

FOOTPATHS  

During the last year the Parish Council have been in Contact with Jonathon Rowlands  

the Public Rights of Way Officer, in order to identify the condition of our Public  

Footpaths. Jonathon has recently surveyed all our footpaths and the Bridleway. He  

has also identified all the styles that need replacing with the preferred shutting gates.  

With the help of a local farmer the Public Bridleway from Sexton's Cross to Timridge  

Lane has been cleared of overgrown trees and branches and any ground obstructions  

cleared away. The Clerk also liaised with Jonathon to ensure that the Bridle path was  

also clear of barb wire making this access both safe and fun for the horse and rider.  

In the March Meeting the Parish Council invited the Parish Paths Liaison Officer  

Rosalind Davie to speak about the Parish Paths Partnership Agreement(P3). This was  

a very informative meeting. Ros explained in detail about the responsibilities of  

Landowners and the role of Devon County Council to manage and maintain all the  

Public Rights of Way in the Parish. I am now hoping that Doddiscombsleigh Parish  

Council and the Parish Community can work together with the help of the Public  

Rights of way and Parish Paths Officers to restore and improve all our footpaths for  

everyone to use and enjoy. Anyone wishing to help or volunteer in the future with  

this project please contact the Clerk.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Currently there is no formal neighbourhood watch scheme in Doddiscombsleigh.  

P.C Croft however sends regular crime report updates to all the Parishes that are on  

his beat. The reports are posted either in the Parish Council notice board or the Bus  

shelter notice board. Doddiscombsleigh does not have any significant crime reports  

in the last twelve months. However at a local level I am aware that there has been  

some minor incidents reported. There has been some apparent malicious activity  

with water deposited in diesel tanks and vehicle tyres tampered with. Any incidents  

like these no matter how minor should be reported to the Police 101 number as they  

can help identify a possible pattern of similar incidents in the same area.  

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR  

There have been no formal events in the Village this last year. There was the recent  

Litter Pick event which was mentioned in the Chairman's Report. Should there be  

any formal events to take place I will be there to help organise.  

Thank you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix c 

 

Report of Cllr Hewitt 

 

Information from DEVON ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS.dalc 

Devolution was one of the subjects that was discussed at length at the DALC meetings over the 

last year.  This was a move towards the greater devolution of powers and budgets away from 

Westminster.  Jerry Brook the County Councillor has continually provided all the relevant 

updates at our Parish Council meetings. 

Local Housing and planning was also discussed at length at the Dalc meetings.   Dalc have 

recently reported in their newsletter the latest news on the Governments (106 page) white 

paper called 'fixing our broken housing market' with a number of  recommendations of particular 

interest to the Parish Sector.   

The Dalc newsletter also mentions the governments proposed changes to the National Planning 

Policy Framework.  (I have the 24 page summary of consultation responses if anyone after the 

meeting wishes to read it)  The outline proposal sets out how authorities will work together to 

meet housing needs.  

Information and communication. 

As previously mentioned in the Chairman's report the repair of the Parish Council notice board 

was one of the projects that was carried out last year. Councillor Turney, Parrot and myself all 

worked on completely restoring the notice board.   This notice board has served the community 

well.  Even with the advent of social media  people still like an old fashioned paper notice to 

read or to advertise.  There are always plenty of these notices on display from plays, musicals 

events, garden fairs and cake sales or the latest Charity Barn Dance for the school.  On some 

occasions the Public notice board is so popular that it cannot accommodate all the notices and 

it may be worth considering in the future if there is anywhere else in the village for the extra 

public notices to be displayed.  Moving on if anyone has looked at the Parish Council notice 

board in the bus shelter in the last twelve months they would have noticed that it has been 

regularly used as an overflow for the Parish Council notices.  The Avian Flue updates from 

DEFRA were all posted in this notice board as  

well as neighbourhood advice posters from the Police to helping residents identify potential door 

to door scammers and details of elaborate computer scams. There have been many community 

notices also displayed including Teignbridge district council notices providing contact details for 

debt advice, Samaritans and DCC flood prevention advice and details and the location of our 

sandbags.   

Moving on to the village triangle Dog fouling continues to be a problem.  Steve La Marchant 

who maintains the Village triangle with the War Memorial continues to clear dog waste from this 

area.  Last autumn The Parish Council with the help of a local artist had hand painted notice 

signs highlighting the war memorial and no dogs fouling.  Further signs were also made for the 

public footpath from the Nobody Inn to the Church.  Steve's ongoing efforts to maintain the 

triangle is always very much appreciated.  But I would re iterate that anyone walking their dog in 

both of these areas must clear up their dog waste.  These are public area for everyone to use 

and enjoy. 

Communication is central to the Parish Council.  When the Parish Council receive a call from a 

Parishioner we as a Parish Council and the Clerk endeavour to identify the matter and resolve it 

in the most appropriate way possible.  This leads me onto communication and providing the 

latest and most up to date information regarding the Highways.  The key element is knowing 

who is our Neighbourhood Highways Engineer is (Simon Pearson has been the officer up to 

date for this area however he has recently been promoted to another position and our new 

Neighbourhood Highways officer is now Tegan Preston)   

The Parish Council have worked closely with the Highways Officer this last year and making 

sure that any proposed road repairs are planned in advance making sure any local businesses 

and the bus company and the school are all fully informed.  There is an interactive web site 



 

 

called DevonRoadworks.org to view all current and proposed roadworks in Devon.  It is well 

worth looking at this site.    

Currently the National Grids essential works is a example of good communication and 

information sharing.  I attended a National Grid meeting at Chudleigh Knighton for all Parish 

and Town Councillors affected by the refurbishment works.  The proposed replacement of the  

high voltage cables from Exeter to Plymouth has now started and there have been a number of 

road closures.  All the information regarding details outlining National Grid's proposed work was 

provided at the March Parish Council Meeting. 

The Planning application process is another area that has seen some recent changes including 

TDC decision not to issue paper copies of the planning applications.  In March the minutes from 

the Dalc Meeting highlighted that a number of local Parish Councils had issues with viewing the 

online planning applications including poor resolution or orientation and unreliable web access 

and IT problems in general.  Sarah the Clerk is working hard to ensure that these new online 

documents can be viewed to the highest standard possible at the Doddiscombsleigh Parish 

Council  meetings where there are planning applications on the Agenda. 

Continuing on the theme of information There is a Rural Skip Service planned in 

Doddiscombsleigh on the 17th June 2017.  As usual The location is Victor Brooks Yard from 

10am to 4pm.  Many thanks to Vic for permitting the continued use of his yard for this recycling 

service.  TDC have a new interactive web site with all the list of items accepted and items not 

accepted by the recycling service.  There will be poster displayed in the PC notice board nearer 

to the time of the event.  As with many of our local services if we do not use it we will use it.      

Finally I just wanted to say it has been a pleasure to work with all the Doddiscombsleigh Parish 

Councillors and Sarah Sharpe the Clerk and also not forgetting recently resigned Shelagh 

Parrot and Helen Beard. Thank you to Phil Russon for maintaining and managing our parish 

council website.  I would also like to thank all those Parishioners who have volunteered and 

supported and helped us in the last year with the work we do for everyone in the community. 

Thank you.  

   


