
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 8th  September 2016 at 7.30pm in St Michaels Church 
  

Present:  Cllrs B Plummer (Chairman), S. Stanley (Vice Chairman), B Prest, L Turney, M Porter 
& S Parrett, DCC Cllr J Brook & 10 members of the public 

  
Clerk: Sarah Sharpe 

 
Open Forum: A member of the public reported that the post box in the village has been 
replaced following damage. It was also reported that the bus shelter has a crack in the wall. It 
needs mending before the winter. Steve Ageloni had offered lifetime maintenance of the 
shelter. Contact details to be passed to the Clerk for action. 
 
Horse droppings on the raised footpath from the church to the Nobody Inn are causing a 
problem for pedestrians. It is a footpath only. Signage to be placed each end and inclusion in 
the parish magazine newsletter. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Turney (arriving late), TDC Cllr Ford 
 

2. Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensations – None 
 
3. Ratification of Minutes of Previous Meeting- Ordinary meeting of 14 July 2016  

(circulated) - Signed and accepted as a true record. Proposed Cllr Porter Seconded Cllr. 
Prest. All agreed 

 

4. County & District Councilors’ Report – DDC Cllr Brook said he would chase Highways 
to find out when the potholes in the parish are to be filled following the paint marking last 

month. Discussion took place regarding the work on the roads for the Tour of 
Britain and who the beneficiaries would be of the estimated £5m of income 
generated by the event. Parishioners felt that there was unlikely to be any benefit 
to Doddiscombsleigh parish and in fact it was detrimental due to the state of the 
roads in the parish. Cllr Brook stated that recreational cyclists are following the 
Tour of Britain route and there is a benefit to businesses along the route. The  
event generates revenue by bringing visitors to the area with an overall benefit to 
the county as a whole. 

 
Cllr Prest asked why on 8 April 2016 Devon County Council made a decision not to 
take action against ragwort (a notifiable weed) due to budget issues. As a rural 
county, ragwort is multiplying year on year and is going unchecked. Cllr Brook 
stated that if you have land adjacent to council land and complain the council 
would be obliged to pull the weeds but also landowners need to take personal 
responsibility for dealing with ragwort on their land.  

 
Cllr Stanley asked how in the light of cut backs in health care and other public 
services, how the overspend in high profile events such as Tour of Britain can be 
justified at the expense of local services.  Cllr Brook agreed that it was a difficult 



 

 

balance but DCC spending was committed for the overall benefit of the whole 
county. 
 
Cllr Prest stated that there appeared to be no cuts made to the top executive of the 
council. How can the council justify paying the CEO more than the prime minister? 
Cllr Brook stated that the CEO has more budget responsibility than any one 
minister. Historically since 2009 there has been a continuous re organization. 
Salaries of executives are commensurate with their responsibility.  

 
TDC Cllr Ford sent a report regarding the Clinical Commissioning Group consultation 

process running 1 Sept – 23 Nov. The proposals are to switch from a bed based to a 

community based service model. Fewer beds in the community but more services most 

people use. The aim is to meet increasing demands on healthcare with a service we 

expect in an affordable way. Details are posted on the village noticeboard and 

parishioners are encouraged to become involved. 

Cllr Ford also sent an update on the Boundary Commission proposals to keep the existing 

46 Councillors but to amend the boundaries to give a better balance of electors. The 

changes for the Teign Valley ward would mean that Dunsford would be out of the ward 

and Hennock, Teign Village and part of Chudleigh would be included.  

5. Matters Arising 
5.1 Acquisition of tools for Drainage Workforce – It was agreed that the Clerk would 
make an application for the Elector Fund to purchase equipment.  Proposed Cllr Porter 
Seconded Cllr Plummer. All agreed 
 
6.2 Website guest account and structural changes –  The Clerk reported difficulties in 
getting any communication with Parish Council.net, who host the village website.  Both 
the Clerk and Webmaster have made repeated phone calls and email attempts but are 
getting no response. An alternative website solution was discussed. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would continue to try to get a response from Parish Council. Net and report back.   
  
6.3 Defibrillator -The application for the Defibrillator is still being assessed by the 
National Lottery. Participation in the British Heart Foundation restart a heart day on 18 
October was considered but aimed at over 12 yrs so not applicable to the local school. 
However BHF and St John Ambulance are promoting ‘every child a life saver’. It would be 
possible to use the parish CPR training kit to do first aid and CPR training events. 
Vanessa Fraser has offered to lead on this. It was agreed that this should be progressed 
Proposed Cllr Stanley Seconded Cllr Porter. All Agreed 
 

6. Finance 
6.1  Report – The Clerk reported the bank account balance as £ 7,590.34.   

 
6.2  HSBC – Closure of additional accounts- A letter has been prepared for signature 
by Cllr Plummer and Cllr Prest instructing closure and the 15 pence total balance to be 
donated to charity. Clerk to arrange postage. 
 
6.3  HSBC – Compensation - £500 has been deposited into the parish account. It was 
agreed at a previous meeting that this would be donated to Doddiscombsleigh Parochial 
Church Council. A cheque was prepared for signature and donation. 
 

                     6.4  Transparency Code Funding – £699.99 has been received to enable the Parish 

Council to purchase a laptop computer, printer and for training the Clerk on the website. 



 

 

6.5  Doddiscombsleigh School Refund – £40 has been received for the cancellation of 

booking the school facilities for meetings. 

6.6  Approval of Expenditure - £3.99 for storage box for Parish Council documents. 

Proposed Cllr Parrett Seconded Cllr Porter. All Agreed 

7. Planning. Application – 16/01958/FUL. Location – Station House 
 Proposal – Alterations and single storey extension Applicant - Mr N Dudman 
This applicant was present at the meeting and described the plans to replace a single 
storey part of the building and to restore and reinstate many of the original station features. 
The Parish Council had conducted a site visit and fully support the application. 
Proposed Cllr Prest Seconded Cllr Porter. All Agreed 
 

8. Highways - Parish Lengthsman Work – The Clerk reported that the two days of work in 
the parish had been done between Eastern Hill farm and Matthews farm and the parish 
request to focus on Greenacres and the main village had not been received by the 
workmen. Following discussion with Highways they apologised and agreed to send out 
another gang to do the drains at Geenarcres.  Cllr Stanley reported this work had been 
done and that she had thanked the workmen. 
- Condition of Parish Roads – Discussed earlier with DCC Cllr Brook  
- Other Highway and Footpath Issues – The Tour of Britain cycle route was circulated 

to highlight restrictions on movements on local roads during the event. 
 

9. HMRC Update – Cllr Stanley updated her discussions with HMRC (Mr Blake) and the 
instruction to the Clerk to send a letter outlining the circumstances of the missing VAT 
payment from last year. The Clerk confirmed the letter had been sent. Also she had 
reviewed the parish accounts back to 2000. It is only possible to back claim VAT for 3 
years. All claims made have been tracked to a deposit in the parish accounts apart from 
the claim for last year for £97.53. 
 

10. Community Landing Site for Air Ambulance – Cllr Stanley has contacted Devon Air 
Ambulance regarding their project to establish community landing sites to make the parish 
more accessible to ambulance services. It is requested that anyone who believes they 
may have a site that could be suitable to let the clerk know so that a number of sites could 
be visited for a site visit. Vic Brooke offered two fields behind bus shelter. Cllr Stanley to 
contact Toby Russell to do site visit to assess suitability.  
 

11. Parish Council Notice Board Repair and Maintenance – Cllr Stanley reported that the 
parish noticeboard was in a poor state of repair with caulking around glass needing 
replacement and water leaking into the back of the cabinet allowing water damage to 
items posted. She offered to refurbish the noticeboard. This was gratefully accepted. 
Proposed Cllr Porter Seconded Cllr Prest. All Agreed  

 
12. Review of Clerk’s probation and Confirmation of Appointment – It was agreed that 

the Clerks appointment should be confirmed. Proposed Cllr Plummer Seconded Cllr 
Stanley. All Agreed  

 
13. Pensions Regulator -   The Clerk updated on the Parish Council legal responsibilities as 

an employer. As the employment conditions are unlikely to change in the next year, the 
Clerk has brought forward the council’s ‘staging date’ and has completed the declaration 
required to ensure that all legal obligations have now been fulfilled. The Parish Council 
does not need to provide a pension contribution for the Clerk. 

 
14. SLCC Membership – The Clerk asked the Parish Council to consider a joint membership 

to the SLCC with (Shillingford PC) to give the Clerk a point of reference and support. The 
cost is £5 joining fee and £65 annual fee to be shared 50/50. If agreed in principle the 



 

 

proposal would be presented to Shillingford Parish Council at their October meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Porter Seconded Cllr Perrett. All Agreed 

 
15. Clerks Correspondence – Dog fouling around the war memorial on the triangle had been 

reported. The dog warden has visited and put up signs. He will try to do weekly visits. The 
Clerk has prepared a poster to be put up on the notice board and will include an appeal to 
dog owners in the parish magazine newsletter. 
 

16. Chairman’s Remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation. The next 
meeting will be 1 week earlier than usual. 

 
17. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 3 November 2016 at 7.30pm. There will also be an 

extraordinary planning meeting on Thursday 22 September 2016. 
 

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.02pm. 

 
 
 

Signed.................................................................. 
 
Chairman 


