
 
 

MINUTES OF DODDISCOMBSLEIGH'S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday 12 November 2015 at 7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School 

Present: Cllrs S Stanley (Chairman), H Beard, B Plummer (from item 5), M Porter, B Prest & L Turney  

In attendance: 14 members of the public  

Clerk:  Suzanna Hughes  

Open Forum 

Members were informed that the rural skip service will be available in Dunsford on Saturday 14 
November. 

The Chairman reported on the success of the Doddiscombsleigh Art Show. The school's head, Sarah 

Evans, commented that 'the Art Show was a fabulous success and also a brilliant advert for our 

school. It demonstrated how our school community can come together and produce something 

quite outstanding. The vital funds it raises goes to support all aspects of our school; it helps 

maintain small class sizes, pay for additional and special experiences and ensure all make great 

progress in a supportive and stimulating environment.' 

The profit raised from the art show goes in its entirety to Doddiscombsleigh Primary School and for 

2015 is around £24,000 (final expenses still to be submitted). 

Thanks have been sent to the main committee which was chaired by Jo Duncan as well as to the two 

subcommittees namely the Gallery Shop and the Cafe. The new chair for 2017 has now been 

announced as Helen Beard. 

The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.35pm 

11/2015.01  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

■ PC J Croft 

■ District Cllr Ford 

11/2015.02  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 

11/2015.03  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

11/2015.04  MINUTES 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 October 2015 were 

approved by those present and voting and it was agreed they should be signed 

by the Chairman as a true and accurate record. 

  

 



11/2015.05  CASUAL VACANCIES 

Members received two applications for the two casual vacancies. It was agreed 

unanimously that Beryl Plummer and Shelagh Parrett are elected to join the Council as a 

co-opted member until the next ordinary elections. As she was present at the meeting, 

and upon signing her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, Beryl Plummer was invited to 

join the meeting. 

 

11/2015.06  POLICE REPORT 

PC Jon Croft was expected to attend the meeting but due to a change in shift 

patterns he had regrettably had to give his apologies. He hoped to attend a future 

meeting. 

11/2015.07  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
No report. 

11/2015.08  COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
No report. 

11/2015.09  PLANNING 9.1 New applications 

9.1.1 15/02985/FUL - Tower Views, Doddiscombsleigh 

Members agreed to support this application. 

9.1.2 15/02759/FUL - Hedgerow next to Perry Lane, Doddiscombsleigh 

A meter box to provide waterproof security for meters associated with 

a new generation grid connection 

Members agreed to support this application but would like to see it 

camouflaged or screened as much as possible. 

9.2 Decisions 

9.2.1 15/02471/FUL - Sextons Farm, Road from Sextons Cross to Half 

Acre, Doddiscombsleigh 

Proposed agricultural and livestock building 

Members noted that Teignbridge District Council has granted conditional 

planning permission. 

11/2015.10  AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Member of the Affordable Housing Steering Group, Helen Bridgeman, reported that 
information had been received about the 14 new affordable eco homes being built in 
Christow. 
 

[These 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes are due for completion in May 2016 but they are 

being allocated now to find suitable applicants with a strong local connection to 

Christow and after that, applicants in the immediately surrounding parishes. The 

properties are being advertised now on Devon Home Choice and applicants can place 

bids (interest) until 30 November 2015]. 

More information and a FAQ document has been produced. This has been published 

on Doddiscombsleigh's website and on the parish noticeboards. The Steering Group 



will be reviewing the allocations document and hoped to report to the Parish 

Council at the next meeting. 

11/2015.11  FINANCE 

11.1 Payments for approval: 

Members approved the following payments: 

• Clerk's salary & disbursements (November) - £182.82 (Cheque no 186) 

 
11/2015.12  FUTURE PROJECTS 

12.1 Defibrillator: 

Cllr Turney reported that he was aware of two schemes. One of the schemes 

is run by the South West Ambulance Trust and the other by the British Heart 

Foundation. South West Ambulance Trust provides the hardware and the 

training and will cost £1,800 for 4 years. Cllr Turney advised that he will look 

further into the BHF scheme and will report back at the next meeting. He 

advised that his partner is undertaking First Responder training and will 

happy to present this at a future meeting of the Council. 

12.2 Welcome Pack and Information Panel: 

Cllr Beard reported that the school's head, Sarah Evans is keen for the 

children to be involved in designing an information panel about the parish 

and its history and thought this would be an ideal project for year 5/6 pupils 

in the New Year. It was thought that the most suitable location for such a 

board would be on the Triangle. Cllr Beard offered to seek some quotations to 

produce such a panel and the clerk confirmed that there were various sources 

of funding available for such a project. Cllr Beard also informed members that 

she would look further into producing a welcome pack for new members of 

the parish. 

12.3 Church: 

Cllr Beard summarised that she was keen to see more events being held in the 

church in order to generate much needed income. She informed members 

that the school had recently held its poetry competition in the church. 

However, the absence of toilet and kitchen facilities restricts how the church 

can be used. Permanent facilities would be expensive and planning 

restrictions on a Grade 1 listed building would be difficult to overcome. A 

short-term solution would be to hire a portable toilet and costings for this 

were currently being sourced. 

11/2015.13  HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

13.1 The clerk advised that the sharp edge along the concrete trench at the top of Tick Lane has 

been logged as a pothole (even though it isn't) so that a gang can attend and fill the void at 

the back of the concrete haunch with tarmac and make it safe. 

13.2 Other highways issues: 

• Sextons Cross to Hereford Cottage - road arching and potholes 

• Willhayes Hill - general poor condition and potholes 

• Large pothole outside the entrance to Woodah Farm 



It was agreed that these would be reported to DCC Highways Officer, Simon Pearson. 

11/2015.14 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

14.1 Members were informed that Stephen and Rick Angeloni have done some cleaning at the bus 

shelter and have advised that there was a small piece of render missing and a fine crack on 

the front left corner. They have done a temporary repair and will keep a watch on things 

during the winter. Importantly, the underlying cob seemed dry. They intend to undertake 

more extensive maintenance in May/June and will forward details of what they intend to do 

well in advance for approval. This has been done on a voluntary basis with no charge for 

which members were very grateful. 

14.2 Members received details of Trago Mills' Pensioners Week - 23-27 November. 

11/2015.15  ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION 

[Members were reminded that they have not received the statutory notice of this 

business to be transacted and should therefore recognise that any decision made may 

be taken to be unlawful if challenged in the future] 

There were no items requiring urgent attention. 

11/2015.16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 10 December 2015 at 

7.30pm in Doddiscombsleigh Primary School. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.13pm. 

Signed 

 

 


